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Our Motto: The Church a Missionary Society—Every Christian a Life Member

Call for the Observance of

NATIONAL MISSIONS DAY
October 19, 1941

J. J. BRAUN

'TIHE entire month of October has been

set aside by General Council's Commit-

tee on Correlation and Promotion for spe-

cial consideration of National Missions in

every church.

The Board urges that the Church School

and all other church organizations use the

entire month of October for study of care-

fully selected National Mission subjects.

Our Director of Missionary Education, Dr.

David D. Baker, will assist in the selection

of study subjects, materials and methods.

Write to Dr. Baker or the Board Secre-

taries.

It is suggested in particular that Sunday,

October 19th. be reserved for a National

Missions worship service, the Order for

which has been prepared by the Board.

Worship services for each grade in the

Church School may also be procured from

the Board. This is the day also for the

special offering for National Missions.

The large quantities of literature called

for by the churches in recent years is elo-

quent of the number that observe National

Missions Day.

Can a well-nigh universal observance this

year unite our Evangelical and Reformed

Church in a strong united Advance in Na-

tional Missions? Can there be any doubt

of it?

"Now I beseech you brethren, through

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye

all speak the same thing and that there be

no divisions among you; but that ye be

perfected together in the same mind and in

the same judgment." 1 Cor. 1: 10.

Can we pray confidently in this crucial

year of history that our communion may
be used of God with such resources of tal-

ent and money as she brings forward?

With all our short-comings the Lord has

blessed us in the past. He will continue to

bless our efforts for the leavening of the

nation, if we offer ourselves and our sub-

stance with humility and consecration.

"And the base things of the world, and

the things that are despised, did God
choose, yea, and the things that are not,

that he might bring to nought the things

that are: that no flesh should glory before

God. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus,

who was made unto us wisdom from God,

and righteousness and sanctification and

redemption : that according as it is written,

He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord."

1 Cor. 1 : 28-31.
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The Cry of the Slum Dwellers
T. I,. BOESCH

I HAVE heard the cry of the slum dwell-

ers.

The slum is like an octopus, reaching out

its long arms and drawing the city under

its heartless shadow.

The slum is a cancer, ever growing larger

and more painful as it eats deeper into

the vitals of a city.

The slum is a city of dead men, dead

women and dead children; they are

dead, yet they stalk about in their death;

yea, all the inhabitants of the slums are

'walking dust," their spirits are crushed

and pinched by poverty.

1 have heard the cry of the slum dwellers.

It is the cry of abandoned people, the

cry of a hurt and crushed people.

I have seen the men of the slums, lifeless

and dead in spirit, move about in the

stench and filth from which even beasts

would slink, I have looked into their eyes

and they were as the blind, they saw
nothing.

I have seen the women of the slums, gaunt

and lean, worn to the bone; life was
nothing but a chain of days that bound
one with hunger and weariness.

I have seen the children of the slums, born
without a lucky star, grow old in spirit

in the days of their childhood.

The slum is a ghastly thing to behold. It is

an indictment against a civilization. The
judgment of God is upon every nation

and people who create and sustain slum
living.

The slum is a dangerous thing to have in

the midst of a people, for out of it come
disease, crime and meaningless living.

How long, 0 Lord, wilt Thou forgive us

for the way we neglect our kinsmen?
How long wilt Thou have patience with

our false progress and our false piety?

Surely Thy children in the slums are ever

on Thy heart, 0 Lord, and their suffer-

ings cry unto Thee by day and by night:

and even though we build for them new
houses of beauty and feed their mouths
with an abundance of bread and fail to

give them a living Hope in an Eternal

God, we will not have eradicated the

slum.

The cry of the slum dweller cannot be

silenced until the temple doors are

opened wide and men come forth from
the altars and beat their breasts and cry

out in penitence for their wrongs against

their brothers, and renounce before a

just and holy conscience their desire for

greed and wealth; and then the slums

will cease, and men will build together

with clean hands the city of God in the

midst of the city of men.

Quoting from a National Missions re-

port: "Some months ago the Judge of the

Municipal Couit called, stating that a man.
living in uur community, had been found
guilty of drunkenness. Because of his atti-

tude, and due to the fact that he was the

father of four children, he was giving the

defendant a suspended sentence. However,

he was to attend church regularly. Since

the man lived near us, would I be kind

enough to check up on him and send the

Judge reports of his attendance. Natur-

ally I was glad to cooperate. The man
attended regularly with his wife; he and
his wife joined the church Easter and I am

to baptize the four children, who are in our

Sunday school."

The Church School of the Mission in

Garber, Iowa, had been collecting its pen-

nies for p new baptismal font. When the

time assigned was nearly over and the

necessary sum not yet available, a member
of the church, a farmer and at the same
time a very good cabinet-maker, produced

a beautiful font of which the congregation

is justly proud. He said: "I'll give it to

the church and the school can use its

money for a different cause."
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IVational Missions
CHARLES E. SCHAEFFER

Editor

Tlie Board of National Missions
J. J. BRAUN

THERE is a great volume of very impor-

tant work entrusted to the Board of

National Missions. Every part of the

Church looks to this Board for special help

in urgent business of the Kingdom. Just

at present there are 209 missionaries on

the roll of the Board, while there are 280
individual churches for which the Board
carries responsibility. Some of these are

being served by neighboring pastors of

self-supporting churches.

The denomination instructs this Board
to promote and administer the missionary

work in the homeland. Primarily, this

means to lead the Christian people of this

communion into an ever-increasing con-

cern for their fellow-citizens, whose life is

not centered happily in Christ. It means
to carry the Gospel vividly and effectively

to every person who has not been reached,

so far as the faith and the sacrificial sup-

port of the denomination allow. It nmst
watch over all its projects, supply ministers

and help furnish the necessary money. It

must keep house wisely with the means
placed at its disposal by the churches, en-

deavoring to give every section of the

Church a fair share of support in propor-

tion to its missionary undertakings.

The work of the Board extends over a

vast area. We are a nation-wide Church.
Our missions reach from the New England
States to Los Angeles and Seattle, from
Saskatchewan to the Gulf of Mexico and
the tip of Texas. After once having been
led to distribute our forces so widely, we
cannot avoid being concerned when Rosen-
berg, Texas, begins to grow from a large

village to a city of seven thousand, nor
when New England industries plant many
new cotton mills in the Carolinas. By the

same token it becomes a serious problem

for us, when seven years of drought impov-
erish the people of central Nebraska so that

members of our churches are compelled to

go elsewhere.

In order to better watch over so wide an
expanse, the Board has requested each

Synod of the denomination to elect a Com-
mittee on National Missions, with the duty
to make itself responsible for the mission-

ary work of the Synod and channel the

service of the Board more effectively into

the Synod's territory.

We beg to introduce our National Board
to the readers. May we first quote again
from the Constitution and tell how this

Board must be constituted: "The Board
of National Missions shall consist of twelve

members, at least seven of whom shall be
ministers, and at least one a woman. The
General Synod shall elect ten and these

shall elect the other two, subject to the ap-

proval of the General Council." The fol-

lowing is the membership of the Board:
Dr. Purd E. Deitz, Professor at Eden

Seminary, President.

Dr. Fred R. Daries, Pastor Zion Church,
Indianapolis. First Vice-President.

Dr. H. Nevin Kerst, Pastor Trinity

Church, Canton, Ohio, Second Vice-Presi-

dent.

Rev. Charles Enders, Pastor Concordia
Church, Washington, D. C, Recording
Secretary.

Elder Maurice G. Lipson, Carrollton

Avenue Church, Indianapolis, Treasurer
General Fund.

Mr. Oscar C. Grueninger, Consistory-
man, St. Paul's Church, St. Louis, Treas-
urer Building Fund.

Dr. Josias Friedli, Professor at Mission
House Seminary.

Rev. H. H. Lohans. Pastor St. Peter's

Church. Buffalo, N. Y.
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Rev. Detlev Baltzer. Pastor First Church.

Houston. Texas.

Elder Emory L. Coblentz. Christ Church.

Middletown. Maryland.

Mrs. Mae Friday Ashbrook. First

Church, Cleveland. Ohio.

Rev. Wm. J. Rupp. Pastor Spinnerstown

Charge. R. 1. Quakertown. Pennsylvania.

This Board was elected at General Synod
in Lancaster, June, 1940. It met several

times to plan its work while the two old

Boards continued to administer their work.

Finally on February 1st. 1941. the new
Board assumed full charge. The Board of

Home Missions of the Reformed Church
was instructed by General Svnod to con-

tinue its existence. None of the old Boards
went completely out of existence, however.

They had obligations to liquidate, legacies,

annuities and endowments to look after. It

was particularly provided that the Church
Building Departments should be protected

in winding up their affairs.

The Board for National Misssions elected

as General Secretary Dr. J. J. Braun: as

Eastern Field Secretarv. Dr. \^ ni. F.

DeLong; as Secretarv of the Northwest.

Dr. Theo. P. Bolliger: as Secretarv of Hun-
garian \^ ork. Dr. Alex. Toth. and as Mis-

sionary at Large of \ olga German work.

Rev. Paul A. Jueling. During 1941 no
Western Field Secretary was appointed,

leaving the supervision of the area west of

the Indiana line and south of the area

known as Northwest" to the General Sec-

retar\ and Dr. David D. Baker as Director

of Missionary Education.

Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer continues to

serve as Secretary of the Board of Home
Missions of the Reformed Church and
writes for The Oltlook of Missions and
other publications. Dr. John Horning also

continues to remain in close touch with the

work.

There is a further provision of the Con-

stitution of the Church, according to which

the Board of National Missions shall divide

itself into three departments, one for Gen-

eral Missionary Expansion, one for Special

Projects, and one for Church Building.

The chairmen of these three departments in

the order in which they have here been

named are as follows: Dr. Purd E. Deitz.

Dr. H. Nevin Kerst and Dr. F. R. Daries.

The financial needs of the Board were
carefully calculated and submitted with

similar requisitions of other Boards and
agencies to the General Council at its Jan-

uary meeting. The Board of National Mis-

sions declared its minimum need to be
8290,000.00. Knowing that special desig-

nations are given to this Board, the General

Council voted a guaranteed advance total-

ing .S237.000.00 for 1941 to the General

Fund and .S2..500.00 to the completely

empty Building Fund. The \^ oman s Mis-

sionary Society, the \^ omen s Lnion, and
the Girls Guild undertook to add a total of

about 834,000.00 to this amount, leaving it

to the Board to collect .825.000.00 in special

gifts. In the new set-up of the denomina-
tion a systematic and general solicitation of

gifts cannot be allowed, for such a practice

would vitiate the plan of a unified budget.

Nevertheless, the work which the denomi-
nation has assigned to this Board will re-

quire 825.000.00 more than is definitely

assured. It simplv remains to lay the work
of the Board upon the hearts of the Church
in season and out of season and hope and
prav that many individuals and organiza-

tions will understand and contribute the

rest of what is needed.

The situation in the Building Fund must
be made clear to the Church. The new
Board of National Missions is the only

agencv that can entertain applications for

building loans. Since February 1st. how-
ever, a good number of new requests for

loans have been made. The old Building

Funds are not in a position to turn over

anv money whatever to the new Fimd. and
will not be able for several years to come.

This verv important department is thus in

a real plight. Two new projects had been

decreed before the Board of National Mis-

sions took over: A new mission at Arling-

ton. \ irginia. and a new" mission at Mom-
ingside. adjoining Los Angeles. California.

New applications might be denied, but

these two projects must be cared for. They
could not be started without acquiring a

parsonage at each place and also a building

lot. \ acant property was being bought up
so rapidly in each field that this latter step

was necessary. The total needed almost at

once was 830.000.00. Fortunately, the

Church Extension Fund Board had pur-

< Continued on Page 236)
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A Message of Yesterday for Today

I HAVE before me a very old document.

It is the address of the Missionary Com-
mittee to the members of the German Re-

formed Church in the United States, which

was printed by John Gruber and Daniel

May at Hagerstown, Md., in 1820. It is

of historical interest because it was the first

statement on Missions issued by the Com-
mittee on Missions. While the Reformed
Church was started in America in 1725, it

was not until practically one hundred years

later that the first formal deliverance on

Missions was made. In 1819 the Synod
met at Lancaster, Pa., and did two things

which had far-reaching significance. The
one was the organization of the Synod into

eight Classes, thus introducing a new fea-

ture in the government of the Church. The
second, which was just as vital to the life

of the Church, was the formation of a Mis-

sionary Committee, "to examine into the

fitness of those who wanted to be mission-

aries, to direct them where to work, to pay

their necessary traveling expenses, and to

give Synod a summary of their reports."

The committee consisted of the following

ministers: Lewis Mayer, Chairman, pastor

at Shepherdstown, Va.; James Ross Reily,

Secretary, pastor at Hagerstown, Md.; Rev.

Jonathan Helfenstein, pastor at Frederick,

Md.; Rev. Frederick R. Rahauser, pastor at

Chambersburg, Pa. The fact that all the

members of the committee resided in that

section of the Church which at the time

seemed more progressive, was quite signifi-

cant, and had a peculiar effect upon the

early development of this enterprise in the

Reformed Church.

The committee made its first report to

the Synod at Hagerstown in 1820, but early

in that year, in February, it issued an

"Address" to the members of the Reformed
Church, "who are supplied with the minis-

try of the Gospel." The "postscript" to the

Address, which invites information con-

cerning all vacant congregations, and
places in which congregations may be gath-

ered, states that "as the missionary fund is

very small, it would be acceptable if the

postage of letters were paid."

CHARLES E. SCHAEFFER

The document was likely prepared by

Rev. Mr. Reily, who had considerable ex-

perience in missionary work, and to whom
all letters were to be addressed.

The Address opens with a greeting: "Be-

loved Brethren and Sisters in Christ

Jesus"; and then goes on to say the com-
mittee "expects from you a serious and
candid consideration of the truths which it

shall place before you." Then follows a

survey of existing conditions revealing the

fact that there were not less than 200 va-

cant congregations, with 35,000 persons,

"who are living in a destitute condition,

without the benefit of pastoral ministra-

tions."

The Address then pictures the spiritual

conditions in the country. "We live in a

corrupt world, in which man, when he is

not under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,

always mistakes his way." It refers to cer-

tain forms of fanaticism and superstition

which are often mistaken for Christian

piety, and especially to the errors of the

Socinians, which appear in learned writ-

ings and in literary institutions, and are

defended in the pulpit
—

"a wolf in sheep's

clothing—a disguised animal having horns

like the lamb, but speaking like the

dragon."

It calls attention to those who seldom or

never hear a preacher, who live in ignor-

ance, and whose lives are dominated by the

things of this world. It cries out against

impostors among ministers whose mistaken

zeal and fanaticism often result in the

formation of new sects.

The Address then lays bare two great

imperative needs: A theological seminary

and a missionary establishment. In the

course of a few years both of these devel-

oped; the seminary was opened in 1825
and the American Missionary Society of

the German Reformed Church in 1826.

In stressing the need for missionaries

the committee did not visualize a resident

missionary in a given mission, such as we
have today, but rather as itinerant pastors,

who "should visit every place in their re-

spective districts as often as possible, col-
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lect and organize congregations, instruct

and confirm the youth, preach and admin-
ister sacraments, and where it is practical,

form societies for the supporting of mis-

sions and of the contemplated Theological

Seminary."

Then comes the appeal for funds. It asks

for a very modest sum : "The whole amount
to be raised every year would be about two
thousand five hundred dollars!" The
smallest congregations might give ten dol-

lars, those more favorably circumstanced

might give one hundred dollars. But the

appeal is none the less impassionate. It is

directed to those "blessed with affluence,"

to those who are planning to leave large

legacies lO their children, to the poor who
might give their two mites, to the "youth of

both sexes" who might contribute five or

six cents a month. Then the appeal is di-

rected to the ministers, that they exhibit

becoming zeal. The appeal is most fervent

in arousing the ministers to a sense of their

duty and responsibility.

Such is this "Address" to the church

which was issued 121 years ago. With but

minor modifications it might serve to set

forth our present day needs. The situation

essentially is not different today. The need

of missionaries and money is just as ur-

gent, perhaps more so. The interesting

thing about this is that our Fathers more

than a century ago keenly sensed the im-

perative need of the Church, and laid it so

vigorously upon the conscience of the mem-
bers. The response to that appeal resulted

in a rebirth of the Reformed Church and

made all its subsequent glorious work pos-

sible.

The National Missions Emphasis this

year makes its appeal to the Evangelical

and Reformed Church, urging all its peo-

ple, old and young, rich and poor, to under-

gird this cause which is our surest defense

against foes from without and from within.

The Unfinished Task of National Missions

THE task of Christianizing America is

of course primarily the responsibility

of the great body of self-supporting

churches. They are the leaven that will

leaven the whole lump. But the planting of

new healthy units of the Church beyond
existing borders is the task of National

Missions. The Board's work among under-

privileged people has the same ultimate

purpose of gathering a soundly functioning

church. Certainly it is not the Church's

business to help Biloxi fisherfolk to acquire

healthy bodies and cleaner homes for no
more weighty purpose than to keep out of

a pauper's grave. The real purpose is

pretty well stated in the words: "The pur-

pose of man is to glorify God and to live

in blessed fellowship with Him." That in-

volves perfecting the whole man, bodv.
mind and spirit and to build the finer social

relationships that come to their best fruit-

age in a Christian congregation.

J. J. BRAUN

When existing self-supporting churches

can take care of the whole task. National

Missions is through. The government,

however, tells us after its religious survey,

that over half the population is nowhere
enrolled in any kind of religious organiza-

tion. Remembering how many non-Chris-

tian religions flourish in America, we are

aware of an enormous field still to be cul-

tivated. A good many of these unchurched
people are living within easy reach of ex-

isting churches and have become pretty

well hardened to their appeal. Many labor-

ing people and a verv great many unem-
ployed and unemployable persons are out

of touch with the church.

The Board of National Missions has its

eye particularly on large sections of popu-

lation where there are not enough religious

workers to reach the unchurched. Perhaps

the outstanding and most difficult area is
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in San Francisco. A united Protestant

survey reveals that between four and five

percent of the population of the city is

under the ministry of any Christian church.

In one area where our own ministers are

urging the beginning of a new church,

there are over 50,000 persons with only

one rather small church. In many of the

large cities there has been realignment of

populations creating large new subdivi-

sions. The Missouri Valley Synod Com-
mittee is eager to start in two such sections

of St. Louis. Detroit has for several years

talked about a new congregation and has

recently reported that latest developments

compel us to begin very soon. Several

challenges have come within the year from

Houston. The vast area west of the City

limits of Chicago at about 40,000 north is

ripe for the sickle. The President of Gen-

eral Synod, Dr. L. W. Goebel, has recently

moved into this area. In fact it is he that

repeatedly calls our attention to the multi-

tudes of people that live in that section

very far removed from any church to which

thev may formerly have gone.

People come from far and wide to work
at high wages in government arms plants in

St. Louis. Ministers with churches in the

city report many more contacts with such

people than the writer, who has no church.

But it has been his experience to chance

upon a number of farmers who welcome
the excuse to get away from their life-work

for a while to make the ready wages in the

big defense plant on Goodfellow Avenue.

Protestantism should be sufficiently mobile

to erect temporary tabernacles in the neigh-

borhood of such new and perhaps tem-

porary developments to minister to the

spiritual needs of persons under the strain

of new conditions and having ready money
in their pockets who are continually tempt-

ed to form new and damaging life habits.

Unfortunately, we do not have such mobil-

ity and leave it to "sects", meanwhile dis-

paraging them because of their ability to

move freely.

The fisherfolk of Biloxi, Mississippi, are

typical of a very large number of people in

this country who fall below the cultural

level and are not wanted in existing

churches. Aftey they have been consist-

ently befriended by the Mission for several

dozen years they begin to take heart and to

find their place in human society. But we

must not think that this kind of situation is

entirely isolated. Along the coast of the

Gulf of Mexico from Mobile westward past

New Orleans, there are many thousands of

people of the type of our Back Bay friends

who live near or over the shallow water,

separated from responsibility for schools,

churches, or civic life. They breed freely

and pour their own kind of life into the

American blood stream.

Madeline Island deals with a compara-

tively small group of people. It is rather

strange, but surely providential that we

were led into that project. It must be re-

membered that our interest in the island

began at the time the Church was attempt-

ing to gather up larger numbers of restless

people of eastern and middle western

churches who were determined to move.

We colonized them on the rich lands of

northern Wisconsin. The total fruit of the

ambitious colonization scheme on the main-

land is the present-day Pike River Church,

which finally promises to become a useful

community church. It is incidental to this

colonization project that Pastor Diehl vis-

ited Madeline Island and found that the

one Protestant church was closed. He
promptly acquired the right to use this

church for Sunday worship. Madeline Is-

land and Pike River have been served to-

gether since that time.

Our dealing with this project has opened

our eyes to the existence of innumerable

small groups of people over the country

living for the vacation season or through-

out the years without adequate religious

ministry. This kind of condition prevails

at many places in the Rocky Mountains.

The writer himself years ago served 17 dif-

ferent Sunday schools in western Colorado,

almost all of which had previously had no

religious ministry.

Much larger areas of need exist among
the migratory populations of the country.

A special committee of the House of Repre-

sentatives has for some time been conduct-

ing hearings in connection with a very

thorough study of this phenomenon in

America. Thus far ten heavy volumes of

reports have come to the office of the Board
of National Missions. This i& a problem of

vast proportions and has to do with rural

and urban populations. It is a direct result
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uf basic evils in our economic system.

Rural migrants have long been the concern

of the Council of Women for Home Mis-

sions, now merged with the Home Missions

Council. Our own women's organizations

have for years been supporting this work.

The plight of the sharecroppers has been
effectively brought to the attention of the

country in recent years. The Home Mis-

sions Council has a committee to study the

possibilities of this field. One form of

service one hears much about when travel-

ing through southern states and discussing

the peculiar difficulties with devoted minis-

ters, is the need for additional training for

the many very poorly prepared preachers

among both black and white sharecroppers.

There is another field more easily capa-

ble of development by the church of today

and that has to do with the city. The num-
ber of poor people in the cities is greatly

increasing. They become separated from
the Church. Vast numbers of men live in

the cheapest rooming houses. They are

like sheep without a shepherd. True, there

are plenty of churches they might attend,

but they are bitterly discouraged and feel

unwanted in the churches. Caroline Mis-

sion in St. Louis abundantly reveals the

very great need among underprivileged

families. In the East the Lutherans have

somewhat pre-empted this field through

their very excellent "Inner Mission Work,"
in which many of our churches participate.

But there are many cities where our Church

is strongly represented and in which we
could have the great blessing of this form

of service.

A Trip to Helvetia, W. Va.

ON Sunday, June 22nd, the Eastern Field

Secretary of the Board of National

Missions had a very rich and inspiring

experience. He had the privilege of visit-

ing the congregation at Helvetia, W. Va.

Helvetia is located in the mountains of

West Virginia, about thirty miles west of

Elkins and seventy miles southwest of

Grafton. Here we have a congregation of

80 people of Swiss origin. About seventy

years ago a group of Swiss people found

their way into this mountainous region of

West Virginia where they took up small

patches of land, cleared it, built homes and

reared their families.

At the same time they built a little frame

church. Here the Gospel has been taught

and preached. At no time was it possible

to have a large congregation, numerically

speaking, because the entire community
only numbers about 250 souls. The Church
means a great deal to these people. Even
though they are rarely visited by any min-

ister except the resident pastor, they are

vitally interested in the Church at large.

When the Forward Movement was launched

they accepted their quota and paid it in

full. The same has been true with the ap-

portionment. Out of their meager incomes

they support the work of the Kingdom.

For a number of years this congregation

received sustentation from East Ohio
Classis. to which it belonged. Since that

judicatory no longer exists, the Board of

National Missions was asked to give it sup-

port. This was granted and the writer

wishes to bear testimony that this congre-

gation is worthy of such support.

As stated above, we will never have a

large congregation at Helvetia. As the

young people grow up they are almost com-
pelled to leave the community in order to

make a living. During the days of their

childhood and growth they received their

religious training in the little white frame

church. This little congregation has been

and will be a feeder to many a congrega-

tion in other sections of the Church. The
day I visited this congregation one young

man who had been reared in this com-

munity was home on a visit. He told me of

his work as a church member in a congre-

gation in a larger town in another part of

the state. He said, "I owe a great deal to

this little church."
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The Sunday I visited them was one of

these glorious summer days. Sunday
school at nine and preaching at ten. Over

a hundred in Sunday school. Mother. Dad,

the kiddies and the neighbors came in the

farm truck. All are very much interested

in the entire service. Everybody stays for

church, after service they exchange greet-

ings. A happier and more devoted people

vou cannot find.

As one travels through these mountains

he wants to ask the question—how do these

people make a living? They do not enjoy

the luxuries and conveniences of the city

people here, but they have many things the

city people do not have, some of which are

good, pure mountain air and fresh vege-

tables, which go a long way toward the de-

velopment of strong healthy bodies.

Within the last few years these people

enjoyed their first improved highway

through that community.

The Rev. J. Albert Law is the popular

pastor of these loyal Swiss people.

W. F. D.

Among Wisconsin Missions
T. P. BOLLIGER

TWENTY-ONE congregations of the

Evangelical and Reformed Church
within the state of Wisconsin are still re-

ceiving some missionary support. Two of

these congregations were formerly affiliat-

ed with the Evangelical Synod of North

America and nineteeen with the Reformed
Church in the United States. Oconto and

Porterfield, in the northeastern part of the

state, were constituted as a charge, in

which both denominations of the merger
were represented, and have as their pastor

Rev. John Verhage, a graduate of Mission

House, who himself had been an elder of

the Reformed Church in America. His two

churches are about twenty-five miles apart,

and for most of the year he conducts a

morning service at either place. Being a

conscientious and diligent pastor, his work
has been signally blessed. Even before the

merger of the two denominations had been

consummated, these two congregations had
already formed their own private merger;

and throughout the Northwest a dozen sim-

ilar mergers had been put into practical

effect long before the General Synod had
come to the point when it could declare

officially and legally that the two churches
were one.

In Clark and Jackson Counties, which lie

in the exact geographical center of Wiscon-
sin, another interesting plan is being
worked out. A group of about a dozen
congregations needing the services of six

pastors under the present line-up and the

present parish bounds, are to be so rear-

ranged that only five pastors will be need-

ed. This would also make the work of each

pastor more convenient, and should enable

one mission parish to become self-support-

ing. It is not always easy to change parish

bounds of many years, so that everyone is

satisfied, but time, patience and occasional

gleams of humor can work wonders.

Bethany Congregation in Milwaukee is

the only representative of the former Evan-

gelical Synod of North America which is

still enrolled as a mission in the state of

Wisconsin. On July 22nd it celebrated its

17th birthday. It was a day of joyous

jubilation, the auditorium was filled with

worshippers, and the members and organi-

zations of the congregation gave with open

hands and hearts, so that the amount of

debt on the new church was reduced con-

siderably. The church is a thing of beauty,

located in an attractive neighborhood. Its

chaste Gothic style, with Lannon stone

walls, a stately steeple topped by a plain

cross, and surrounded by pleasant and at-

tractive homes, sends out its constant chal-

lenge: "Come, thou, and worship with us."

Contrast with this the humble and unas-

suming beginnings. Near the same site

now occupied by this beautiful church, sev-

enteen years ago, a little building stood,

only 20x30 feet and 8 feet high. This

humble structure quickly became too small
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and a portable chapel was secured and
erected on the present site of the church,

but within a year this chapel had to be en-

larged. It took a tremendous leap of faith

to undertake the erection of a permanent
church, but the venture has proved a bless-

ing. Two years ago the building was dedi-

cated to the service of God. Today a

growing congregation of more than 200
souls worships in the new edifice with

gladness.

At its seventeenth birthday anniversary

two ministers were the guests of the con-

gregation, namely Rev. Paul Jueling, of

Tacoma, Washington, the field worker
among the German-Russian congregations

of the Evangelical and Reformed Church,

and Dr. Theodore P. Bolliger, the mission

superintendent of the Northwest. Neither

of these had ever seen the church or the

congregation before, and both were filled

with rejoicing at what they witnessed.

First, we stepped into the well-attended

Sunday school session. It was the monthly
"greetings and congratulation service" in

honor of the scholars whose birthdays came
in June. There must have been a dozen,

and real birthday cakes, burning candles

IVotes of Interest

HEIDELBERG CHURCH, in Dayton.

Ohio, has exceptionally well-attended

services for this time of year. Rev. Carl

Stillwell, graduate of Eden Theological

Seminary, began his ministry at this prom-
ising mission on June 22nd. This is an

important field and there is much work to

do. Heidelberg has a good location and
adequate physical equipment.

* * «

Rev. Urban F. Johansmann. our mission-

ary for four years at Bethany Church.

Cuyahoga Falls. Ohio, has accepted a call

to Grace Church. Covington, Kentucky.

His successor has not been named.
* it *•

The mission in Pleasant Valley. Ohio,

has to date this year sent in more for de-

nominational benevolences than sixty other

and ribbons galore adorned the platform.

But the finest adornment of all were the

young folks fortunate enough to have been

born in June. The most interesting feature

of this service was the finding-Bible-pas-

sages race. The quickness and alertness

with which verses in little known books of

the Bible were located and triumphantly

read was a real surprise. Frequently two
and even three pupils jumped up at almost

the same instant. To the visitors this con-

test was one of the most interesting fea-

tures of the Sunday school session. A
brief talk about the Winnebago Indian Mis-

sion Church and Sunday school was given

by Dr. Bolliger. At the morning worship

hour Dr. Bolliger also gave the message on

the subject, "The Rock, the Church, and

the Promises." The congregation and its

various organizations had made special ef-

forts to gather gifts and offerings, and

these were presented during the worship

hour and reverently placed upon the altar.

This anniversary celebration was a day

of rejoicing and thanksgiving for the

mercies of the past and also a day of higher

aspirations and aims for the future.

J. J. BRALN

churches of its Synod. The pastor is fol-

lowing the policy of reserving his time for

pastoral, church-centered work, while get-

ting his parishioners to participate fully in

the excellent W.P.A. music, community
Boy and Girl Scout troops maintained on a

high level, and other community projects

supported by the church and yet not

church-centered. Our Mission is the only

church in the community.

« a «

Typical of Deaconess Mrs. Carol Kersch-

ner Kline's many activities at Pleasant Val-

ley is her befriending a young mother who
was inclined to be wild. Vexing problems
arose in the home which the deaconess

succeeded in solving. There were unselfish

things to do for others. Above all there

was the great message of the church. The
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woman became interested, gripped the

cable and is climbing up. She took part in

the Easter play and is calling for more re-

ligious plays.

Corinth Boulevard Mission, Dayton,
voted to give 15% of church offerings to

denominational benevolences. Rev. Harold
Hess is the pastor. A young man of the

church has written a play based on the

story of the Prodigal Son, and is now di-

recting its performance.

In a batch of 200 reports from home mis-

sion fields of the same half year, fifty speak

of cases of exceptional stewardship. "Man
and wife who contribute most (.$2.00 per

week I have poor home furnishings. Their

very careful attention to their home shows
how they might appreciate better things,

but their first love is the Kingdom." Or
"A family of renters (Volga German beet

growers) live in very small house and
spend little on themselves, but they give

more than some of our richer members.
They are well respected." Verily here is

the salt of the earth—and the reader knows
we are speaking of the spirit this contrib-

utes to the Church.

* « «

Home Missionaries have much to sav

about "sects" that come into the neighbor-

hood of their missions and try hard to

wean members away from the mission.

This is also true in other denominations so

that it became the subject of hours of dis-

cussion in the annual meetings of the Home
Mission Council a few years ago. It seems to

be conceded that Protestant denominations

commonly neglect the New Testament

teachings about conversion, the second

coming of Christ, or obedience to God's

Word. On the other hand the sects become
so concerned about one or the other teach-

ing that thev deprecate other churches.

One result of such frank studies is that our

missionaries report efforts toward a warm-
er presentation of the whole Gospel.

«• «

One of the most frequently cited outlets

of spiritual interest is in the distribution

of family worship materials. "Upper
Room" is perhaps mentioned most fre-

quently, then "Daily Talks with God." A

number speak of introducing "With God
and Friends Each Day," the devotional

book published by the Chairman of the

former Board for Home Missions, Dr. F.

R. Daries.

One oft-recurring item in missionaries'

reports is blue-penciled. There seems to

be special joy in telling about boys and

girls joining the Mission Band or the Girls'

Guild and becoming active for Missions.

Now we are looking eagerly for items of

which not one has yet appeared, telling of

the gearing of this most fruitful work with

the total program of the Church School and
the church. We have three accounts under-

scored telling of "schools of missions,"

which again leave out all mention of Mis-

sion Bands and Girls' Guilds. We are

looking for a combination of both.

',i « -x-

Rev. Carl Fried, Grenfell, Sask., Canada,
writes that his congregations are turning to

the use of the English language to reach

the youngsters more effectively. There is

now a movement in the church to hold a

weekly Sunday evening service in the Eng-

lish language.

« '/! *

There is a line in the report blank. "Best

thing that has happpened in the church

school." Rev. Mr. Huckeriede, of the Mis-

sion of Terre Haute, crossed out the "best"

and wrote "worst" and then reported:

"Our fine Sunday school superintendent,

Hugo Kofmehl. was sent to training camp."

This same kind of thing is found in many
other reports.

* « «

Naturally, we are closely watching cer-

tain strategic spots in National Missions.

One of them is undoubtedly the fine work
of Rev. J. A. Wenner in old Christ Church,

downtown Philadelphia. There is a sound

growth of interest, as this congregation de-

liberately measures up to its difficult task

of turning the ministry of this historic

church toward its deteriorating downtown
community. It might have fled and sought

a smug place in an outlying section where

many of its members have long since

moved. Here are some of the items that

show a steady, healthv turn toward the

greater unselfishness: "S800.00 from 150
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members. $250.00 of this given to causes

outside of local church. Church school

workers' conferences planning for a more
effective Church School. Catechetical class

studying the early Christian Church with

persons sitting in who had been confirmed

at a very young age. Women's organiza-

tions amalgamated into one group known
as Women's Guild. This group is study-

ing Kincheloe's book called "The American
City and Its Church." Largest fellowship

supper known to the church. Periodic

news bulletin restored."

Second Church, Scranton, Rev. James B.

Musser, has been challenging young men.

Three were confirmed December 22nd.

Since then one of these has been elected

deacon and one was chosen for a role in a

play. The young men's group of the

church sent Testaments to young men in

training camp. Notable faithfulness and
willingness to accept assignments are

shown by this group.

X- * «

Dr. Joseph S. Peters, of Calvary, Bethle-

hem, Pa., is using the literary ability of his

young people in his religious training.

Ten members of the Church School entered

the stewardship contest. In his catechetical

class thirteen fine papers on prayer were

written. Some young people gave very

interesting reports on the Missionary Con-

ference at Collegeville.

* •» *

Rev. Mr. Burkett triumphed over a

peculiar difficulty that is by no means lim-

ited to his field in Wabasha, Minn. He
says his delegates to Synod had for years

acted according to Matthew 22 : 5, where it

says: "They made light of it and went

their way." But this year the delegate

elder attended every session and main-

tained an active and growing interest. Mis-
sion churches cannot get on their feet in

the great Kingdom task unless they keep
close contact with the ongoing work of

their denomination.

« * »

In the building of the living organism
known as a Christian Church, much im-

portance attaches to new beginnings in the

functioning of the congregation. Rev.

Charles 0. Leibig, St. Mark's, Wyndmoor,
Philadelphia, writes: "Men are willing to

give time and labor now, not merely
money. Evangelistic services held every

night for two weeks in January. A weekly
prayer meeting has been started. Men
started a fund for a heating system which
is badly needed. Social and religious pro-

gram of the church is expanding."

* « -»

Fairport Hungarian Church, Rev. John
B. Szeghy, rejoices that his people inaug-

urated systematic contributions toward the

apportionment.

The splendid growth of Calvary Mission

in Overland calls for an explanation. This

may be it: Through the years, visitation

evangelism has been stressed. This year

during Lent five teams of two each, after

most careful preparation both of workers

and of the field, visited the homes selected

and brought 36 persons into the member-
ship of the church. Of these three adults

were baptized and confirmed after a season

of instruction. Other churches of the com-

munity made simultaneous effort and union

meetings were held in Calvary Church.

This effort was in connection with the Na-

tional Christian Mission. The Overland

church is having an interesting experience,

using the closely graded lesson series for

the first time.

(Continued from Page 228)

chased a church lot at Morningside, reduc-

ing the amount that needed to be borrowed

or otherwise provided to $22,500.00. It is

very obviously necessary to urge pastors

and churches to give the Church Building

Department some working capital. Short

term loans must be met!

The friends of the cause will readily

understand that with the great amount of

missionary work remaining to be done in

the homeland, the Board of National Mis-

sions is exceedingly eager to have the

whole-hearted interest and the prayerful

cooperation of every member of the de-

nomination.
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International Missions
A. V. CASSELMAN

F. A. GOETSCH
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''Their Works Do Follow Them99

A record of the Christian witness of a

funeral service of a devoted missionary

CHARLES M. LeGALLEY

THE funeral of Mrs. D. B. Schneder.

held in the Rahauser Memorial Chapel

of North Japan College, Saturday, June

28, was a fitting testimony to the power of

one life in winning others to the Christian

way of living. Not only were all walks of

Sendai life represented among the 800 who
assembled to do her honor, but there were

telegrams, a hundred or more, from all

parts of the Japanese Empire, expressing

the grief and sympathy of only a few of

the thousands whose lives had been en-

riched and quickened by the force which
Mrs. Schneder had contributed her life in

Japan to proclaim.

Students, teachers, housewives, profes-

sional men, gardeners, servants, govern-

ment officials, bankers; the high and the

low were among those whose sense of per-

sonal loss was surpassed only by their

gratitude.

Here was the business man who had
been taken into the Schneder home and
nursed as one of the family at a time of

serious illness and personal difficulty.

There the cook who had first become one
of the Schneder household before marriage
and continued to share in their active life

until her children were fully grown, one
being the first woman in Japan to be

ordained in the Christian ministry, another

given the family honor of carrying the

ashes of the departed in the funeral pro-

cession. Tlie one who read the biograph-

ical sketch was Mrs. Schneder's life-time

assistant in women's evangelism. Mrs. Fuse

.

North Japan College was officially rep-

resented by its president. Dr. Demura, a
North Japan College graduate who later

earned his Doctor of Philosophy degree at

Harvard University and returned to serve
on the faculty of his alma mater. The
prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Oizumi.
He, too, is a North Japan College boy, one
of Mother Schneder's sons, who later be-
came moderator of his denomination in

Japan and returned recently to become
Dean of the Middle School Department in
the college. The representative of Miyagi
Church was Dr. Abe, a leading physician
of the city who had been the Schneder
family physician. He is also an alumnus
of the college.

The Women's Society was officially rep-

resented by Mrs. Doi, wife of one of

Japan's leading poets. Mrs. Doi's grief is

particularly poignant as Mrs. Schneder
had been a pillar of strength to sustain her

when her two grown children died under
tragic circumstances.

And so we might go on, picking out

here and there individuals who had special

reasons to feel that the passing of Mrs.

Schneder was a great personal loss. Hers
was a life of service rarely equalled. Yet

her service is not ended. Though she lies

at rest in beautiful Kitayama Cemetery on
a hill overlooking Sendai, her life influence

goes on in the lives of the countless hun-

dreds who rise up and call her blessed.
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Into Abraham's Bosom

"And it came to pass, that the beg-

gar died, and was carried by the an-

gels into Abraham's bosom."

THE poor beggar, of whom I would
write, was on her way to her home in

the deep interior to die. The sad part was
that she wasn't a beggar at heart: circum-
stances and her dread disease, tubercu-

losis, compelled her to become an object

of charity.

We discovered her, Blanca, the nurse,

and I, when medical help was too late. Her
eighteen-year-old son, remembering that

there were home town folks here in Pin-

alejo, deposited her here while he jour-

neyed on to Ocotepeque to get mules for

the rest of the way. Now the home town
folks weren't overjoyed to have a tubercu-

lar person in their home; but for a time,

they were kind. We found her on the floor,

on an old piece of canvas; she couldn't

speak above a whisper; she was emaciated

beyond description; her cough was heart-

rending. She had but one request, that

we give her medicine to kill her! We as-

sured her that we could never do such a

thing. "But the doctors do," she insisted,

"why can't your nurse?
"

Patiently, quietly we took turns in speak-

ing to her of a Saviour who cares and
loves. I say "took turns", for the folks

who had given her refuge are enemies of

the Gospel. While Blanca engaged them in

conversation on the outside, I taught the

dying woman, and vice versa. Gradually

and gloriously the truth went home, and
bending over her to catch her words, we
learned her prodigal story. She was a

married woman; had been a teacher. De-

serting her husband, she had wandered to

the coast, there to live in adultery. Many
a time she had heard the Gospel in the

Fruit Company camps, and longed for

something better. Dying she found it; and
her testimony was precious. She no longer

begged that we kill her; in fact, she asked

for food, to live.

The folks who had given her shelter

tired of her. Whether or not her accept-

ance of the Gospel had anything to do with

it, I do not know ; but the fact remains that

ELISE A. GOEPFARTH

before we knew it. the\ had put her out in

the woods to die. Returning from Cor-
rederos one night at ten, I found a note
on my door. It was from Blanca. "Send
don J. for the key," it read, "I am with
the sick woman". Don J. went for the kev,
to return with a saddened Blanca. Doiia C.
was dead, dead on the ground, in a hur-
riedly made arbor that the police had im-
provised that day. A good man and his

wife would spend the night, watching, to

keep the dogs away.

That night, quite unexpectedly, it rained.

The next morning at five, Blanca was be-

side my bed. "It poured last night," she
cried, "the body must be soaked." Hur-
riedly we found an old raincoat; but it

was too late, don Juan reported.

No one wanted to dig the grave; every-

one was afraid. Under police orders they
finally went; the only volunteer was my
yard boy. It wasn't until eleven o'clock

that I saw the little arbor where dona C.

lay. Behind was the precious pine hill we
love to climb; all around were pines,

straight, tall, scented pines. The arbor
was of pine branches; its floor nature-pro-

vided pine tags. I looked into the sweet

face of the one who slept—and was it in-

congruous?—thought of Tennyson! It

was beautiful.

At that moment, beauty turned to sordid

reality. We heard the shouts and jokes

of the approaching, task-completed grave-

diggers. Forced to do what they rebelled

against doing, they were determined to

make of the burial a picnic. Our presence

abashed them. Praying for inward help,

we took command of the burial. \^ as she

not. after all, our sister in the Lord? We
covered the stretcher with pine, the body
with pine, and followed the subdued men
to the cemetery. It was still raining; other

women, seeing us, joined the funeral pro-

cession. At the gate of the cemetery came
the thought of a service. A little girl was
sent to find don J., and as the coffinless

body was lowered into the grave, we sang

the song that many a funeral service has

included. "Face to Face". Hats were re-

moved; silence and reverence prevailed.
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The tears would come as we started

homeward. It seemed so sad, so inhuman

to bury one so; yet in a flash came to my

memory the text with which I began my

story

:

Gin Biao by Day and

46/^ IN BIAO" is the Chinese name for

VT air - raid alarm. Unless one has

come under the direct influence of what the

English call an "Alert", and the Chinese

have named a "Gin Biao", it is really dif-

ficult to sense the emotional conflict that

such an influence causes. One may read

the thrilling accounts of war correspondents

in the newspapers or current magazines

and think that the word picture of bomb-

ing planes streaking across the sky, or of

"dog fights" thousands of feet in the air,

has brought the reality of WAR fully into

his consciousness. But until you have

heard the sighing scream of the siren

alarm, and later hear the drone of the

silver-like bombers seen high in the sky

soaring over your head, as you try to real-

ize the possibilities involved in that moment
of time—not until then, I say, could any-

one experience to the very depth of his

being the full meaning of a "Gin Biao".

When a "Gin Biao" is on here, the first

alarm means that the enemy planes have

entered the Szechuan Province. When the

second alarm sounds, which indicates that

the planes are on their way to our imme-

diate vicinity, we usually trek to the ceme-

tery about three li, or one mile, outside

the university campus. A cemetery may
seem like a morbid place in which to take

refuge, yet a surrounding grove of trees

makes it about as safe as any other place

in the country-side. Everyone maintains

an almost absolute silence after the third,

and last, alarm, which tells that a raid will

soon be in progress. This silence is pro-

nounced, although there is no particular

reason, beside the nervous tension in-

volved, why such silence should exist. The

planes are far too high to observe any-

"And it came to pass that the beggar

died, and was carried by the angels into

Abraham's bosom."

It helped.

Pinalejo, Honduras.

mght
EDWARD T. PLITT

thing as small as a person, much less hear-

ing any sound from earth! As a rule an
air raid is a swift experience. The planes

cross their objective, drop their bombs, and
are soon heard returning in the direction

from whence they came. Just a brief in-

terval between their coming and going, but

in that time it usually means the difference

between life and death for many innocent

people.

A "Gin Biao" is a nerve-wracking ex-

perience in the daytime; 'but at night,

under the cover of darkness, it seems even

worse. Up to the time of this writing, we
have not had any raids in the evening, but

alarms seem to indicate that such an ex-

perience is not far away. During the past

week, Chungking (only 45 minutPf' flight

from Chengtu) has again been severely

bombed both day and night. A report

just reached me that about 700 people

perished last night as a result of a direct

hit on one of the largest dugouts in Chung-
king, When we were in that city last

February that city seemed to be a sham-
bles; yet because the Chinese government
is centered there, it is the constant object

of air attacks.

Recently we had a "Gin Biao' about

supper time, and thousands of people

streamed, as usual, from Chengtu to the

nearby countryside. There they stayed

until almost midnight, when the "all clear"

was sounded. Thus it is day and night

when the "Gin Biao" comes, a migration

of the natives to the only apparent place

of safety—the countryside. Hand carts,

wheelbarrows, rickshas, all are used to

carry people with their personal possessions

to safety. I have often wondered how these

people feel about the majority of their
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things which had to be left at home. What
the feeling was in the heart of the old

grandmother, holding her grandchild, as

her son with his wife by his side, pushed
her and the child along on a wheelbarrow,

away from the place that for more than

half a century she has known as "home"?
Would their abode be awaiting their re-

turn, or would it be a pile of charred ashes

in a little while? Such questions not only

apply to a single family such as this one

described, but literally to thousands who
go forth, not once, but each time the "Gin
Biao" is sounded.

Out here in China there are thousands

of "blitzkrieg" sufferers. Many families

whose homes have been bombed or burned
have found themselves in destitute circum-

stances. To such as these we must offer

our Christian sympathy in the form of

physical and spiritual aid. In this country
full of suffering, anguish, and disaster mis-

sionary service is reflecting the Light of

the World. "The mission field is the one
center of encouragement, with its countless

stories of victories of love over hatred,

healing over disease and death, and the

Spirit of Christ over the sins of men". In

His Spirit missionary service must con-

tinue to work toward that day when the

"Gin Biao" will sound no more, and when
that peace which passeth all understanding

today will become established throughout

all the world.

Chengtu, Szechuan, China.

June 11, 1941.

•^Orphans"

"7 will not leave you orphans.'' That is

the marginal reading in the revised version

of the familiar verse, "I will not leave you

comfortless"— (John 14:18)—
The same Greek word is also used of

fathers bereft of children. So Paul wrote

in 1 Thess. 2:17, "being bereaved of you

for a season."

We have not made a mistake in using the

term "orphaned missions" when referring

to the missions that are separated for a

season from the parent churches in Europe.

They have been temporarily abandoned as

"orphans," and the parent churches are

"bereaved" for a season. The parents have

not abandoned hope, and their missionary

zeal is unabated. Their gifts for missions

in 1940 were equal to or exceeded what
they had given to them in 1939. However,
these gifts cannot be sent out of the coun-

tries because of war restrictions. And the

missions are proving by their courage and

faith to be worthy of the support they need.

It will be a great demonstration of the

universal fellowship of Christians if these

missions can be sustained by the gifts of

American churches — not called upon to

suffer as our European brethren—so that

after a season the missions, made stronger

by this experience, may be returned to their

parents.

Moslem or Christian?

The people in the Netherland'i Indies

I population— 60,731,025) will soon be

either Moslem or Christian. All other re-

ligious beliefs and practices are rapidly

disappearing. So we are told by such

authorities as Professor H. Kraemer. But

which will it be—Moslem or Christian?

Another high authority said recently that

all the eastern half of the archipelago will

almost certainly be Christian within a very

few years if the present rate of progress

in the yvork of the missions can be main-

tained. These missions were suddenly cut

off from all support by the invasion of Hol-

land last year. So the support of these

"orphaned missions" by the American
churches for the duration of the war is

supremely important. Moslem or Christian?

The answer is now largely dependent upon
our response to this appeal.

2 40 THE OUTLOOK OF MISSIONS



Church of the Volga Germans, Lyman, Neb.,
Rev. A. H. Kroehler, Pastor.

Mission Church at Pike Riv
er, Wis. Served from
Madeline Island by Rev.
George Grether.

City Missionary, Rev. Harold
P. Schultz of St. Louis calls
on a patient in a hospital.

Mrs. MdDonnell, nurse at the
Clinic at Biloxi, Miss., ren-
ders expert service wherever
needed and wins many hearts
to Christ.



1941 Confirmation Class of the Mission at
Payette, Idaho in the fertile valley of the
Snake River, Rev. A. Beutenmiller, Mission-
ary.

Church at Helvetia, W. Va..
Rev. J. Albert Law, Pastor.
Page 232.

r
Boy Scouts at Caroline Mission, St. Louis
with Rev. Henry J. Damm, Supt., as a
guest. This social center contacts about
2,000 persons every week.

Ministering to the sick in Honduras. Page
238.

Well qualified Japanese
teachers reveal the meaning
of the Christian Gospel to
budding American citizens at
San Francisco.



A Winnebago Indian woman weaving a bas-
ket.

Dr. Paul E. Keller and students of the
Evangrelical and Reformed Church at Cen-
tral China Union Theological Seminary,
Lingling, China.

A native of Chengtu, China on his way to

the country-side with all his possessions on
a wheelbarrow, after an air raid signal has
been sounded. Page 239.



Relay Race at St. Paul's High School,
Raipur, India. Page 242.



Memorial Gateway at Chandkhuri
JOHN H. SCHULTZ

ON February 12, 1941, we dedicated a

long needed Gateway to the Chand-
khuri Leper Homes and Hospital as a me-
morial to the late Rev. K. W. Nottrott, the

founder of Chandkhuri. On February 22nd
it would have been 44 years since Mission-

ary Nottrott began our work among the

lepers of India—but Mr. A. Donald Miller,

Secretary of the Mission to Lepers in

India, could not have been with us for that

day.

Among the other visitors present for the

dedication were Mrs. J. Gass, the Rev.

Th. Seybold, President of our Mission,

and Mrs. Feierabend, the daughter of Rev.

K. W. Nottrott. Five patients admitted by
Rev. Mr. Nottrott are still with us. The one

told us how in the beginning Mr. Nottrott

hardly had any help and how he himself

would wash and dress the ulcers of his

patients.

The undersigned gave a brief history of

the institution and related how the insti-

tution gradually developed into a real hos-

pital, today caring for approximately 700
patients. As far as can be gathered from
the records 3,630 lepers were admitted

during these 44 years. In the majority of

cases they were actual "refugees", sick

people, driven out of their homes and vil-

lages, looking for shelter and protection

and healing. Today this has somewhat
changed.

The Gateway is built in Indian style. In

his address, Mr. Miller said: "This gate-

way stands near the road-way and those

who come in through it leave behind one

kind of life and enter into a new kind of

life. And the whole of the work that is

done here is intended to enable men and
women to enter from one kind of life into

another. How many of you were lonely

when you came here! But you entered

into a new life of friendship. Many of you
entered here with many sores and with

much sickness of body. And, having en-

tered into this Home you have entered into

a new life of health. How many of you
before you came here were in darkness and

despair ! Then you entered here into a new
life that gave you light, hope and joy.

"Another thing I notice about this gate,

and that is that it is always open. It

cannot be closed. And, that also stands

for the fact that this Home is open always

to all men—whether they be Christians,

Hindus or Mohammedans; whether they

be of good social standing or whether they

be very poor. So this gateway represents

the fact that this Home is open equally to

all men and women in so far as its accom-

modation enables it to take in more
patients.

"Now in this Gateway you will notice

that there are on either side, seats on which
people can rest. There again those seats

have a symbolic value. They are a symbol
of something which this Home represents.

We want those who are weary and heavy
laden to find here rest for their bodies and
rest for their souls.

"Then, I notice that in this Gate's struc-

ture are both rough and smooth stones.

And that also represents something of the

life of this Home. We do not promise that

all who come into this Home will have a

smooth and easy life. Just as some of

these stones are rough, so also some of

those who come into this Home will have
the hard experience of suffering. On the

other hand, just as there are smooth stones

so amid the roughness of suffering and
weakness, you will find smoother stones of

friendship, kindness and love.

"There is just one other thing about

this Gateway, which I should like to men-
tion. When I came last night I noticed in

the darkness that on either side there were
two lamps burning. Here, at the gateway

of this Home, and in the darkness, a light

was shining. And, again, that represents

what this Home is standing for. Amid the

darkness of this life this Home is trying

to bring light to those who are wandering
in the dark. So when you see lamps burn-

ing at this gate, remember that many of

you have here found light in Jesus Christ.

"It is our great happiness that today we
have with us the daughter of Mr. Nottrott.

We would ask her to convey to Mrs. Nott-

rott. away in America, loving greetings
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and our tribute to the respect in which we
hold Mr. Nottrott who in faith and love

began this Home.

"Now in reading the Bible the other day
I found a short passage which is very ap-

propriate for such an occasion as this and
which I would leave with you for remem-
brance. I would like to read that passage

to you for your meditation. They are

words from the 118th Psalm, verses 18-20,

written by a man who had been in great

need. But he entered into a New Life.

And this is what he wrote:

" 'The Lord hath chastened me sore;

but he hath not given me over unto

death.

'Open to me the gates of righteous-

ness: I will enter into them, I will give

thanks unto the Lord.

'This is the gate of the Lord, the

righteous shall enter into it.'

"And I pray my brothers and sisters,

that you will make this gateway not sim-

ply an entrance into the Leper Home but

) ou will also make it the gateway of the

Lord. May your coming here be the means
of your coming to God. We have in our-

selves no righteousness. May you find that

in Jesus Christ in Whom is our righteous-

ness, and through Him may we all enter

into the joy of our Lord."

Baitalpur-Chandkhuri, India.

Fruits of the Work in

A NUMBER of old Christian families of

Raipur and vicinity were brought to

mind recently, first by contacts I had with

certain members of these families and, sec-

ondly, by my coming across the names of

the first members of these families that

were baptized here. This coincidence set me
to thinking about the history of some of

these families and I found it so interesting

that I feel impelled to pass some of the

facts on to others.

Some time ago I was asked to speak at

the graduating exercises of the class for

male nurses at Tilda. One of the nurses

who very satisfactorily had completed his

course was the grandson of a man whose

name appears on the first page of Rev. Mr.

StoU's old baptismal register. These re-

marks were entered after his name: "A
young Brahman aged about 28, May 6,

1882". This young Brahman became one

of our first ordained Indian pastors and

many are the blessings that have come to

the Church and to the Christian community

here because of his life. May his grand-

son now carry on this fine type of Chris-

tian service!

A finely built young man recently greeted

me at the Raipur Railway station. He is

now Circle Inspector of Police stationed in

India
THEODORE C, SEYBOLD

a small town not far from Raipur. Going
through the record of the Theological

School recently after the death of Dr. Gass
I came across the name of the father of

this young man who was one of the first

students of the Theological School way
back in 1898. He became an evangelist

and later on took up service in a neighbor-

ing Mennonite Mission as quite a few of

our young men did when our neighboring
missions were founded and needed helpers.

Ours was one of the few missions from
whom such helpers could be obtained by
the new missions. For many long vears

this young man served that mission and
we are glad to see a son of his now serv-

ing in this official capacity as one of the

few Christian officers of the police force

in this area.

During the summer months a man came
to see me frequently on behalf of his

youngest son. This father is very poor and

not without reason, and knowing the fam-

ily I was determined to try to do some-

thing for this young lad. I am glad we
were able to have him admitted to the

English Middle School and to the boarding

house in one of our main stations where

he is well taken care of. The grandfather

of this boy was a well-to-do Satnami (one
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of the untouchable groups of this area)

and held a good position under the Guru
(headman) of the Satnamis. After becom-

ing a Christian he served for many years

as Headmaster of one of our Middle

Schools and became an influential member
of the early church. His name, too, ap-

pears in this old register and I was keen

on finding out more about him after hav-

ing come into this renewed contact with the

family. A few days ago I unexpectedly

discovered that one of our younger evan-

gelists whom I myself had been privileged

to teach in our Theological School was a

grandson of this early Christian. He is

proving himself to be a successful preacher

and so is carrying on the influence of his

grandfather in a very effective way.

During the summer another grandson of

one of the first Christian families of this

area was brought to me by his mother.

This family's name is well-known here and
some of its members now hold influential

positions. The boy is now in our High

School and our prayer for him is that he

may be indeed a worthy grandson of his

devout grandparents.

The last of the group brought me in

touch with a story as sad as it is interest-

ing. Here again it was the grandchildren

with whom I came into contact, the grand-

children of one of the first converts who
served faithfully for many years as evan-

gelist. Even after retirement he continued

to tour the countryside selling Scripture

portions and tracts. Unfortunately his son

did not follow in his father's steps and
whatever the reasons may be, part of the

family now find themselves in very dif-

ficult circumstances. These particular

grandchildren are still very young and we
were able to take care of them in one of

our special schools and homes. Our prayer

is that they may receive there that Chris-

tian training which they need in order to

live up to the hopes that the early mission-

aries had when baptizing their grandfather.

Raipur, India.

After Church

Mrs. Uh: "My husband beat me on the

last day of the year. He's not been well

and wanted me to burn incense and call his

spirit back. 1 said I could not do that and
sin against the Lord. So he beat me, insti-

gated by my son-in-law. My arm hurts

yet.

Mrs. Cheo: "Well, but anyway, he didn't

take away your Bible and burn it, like my
husband did! My Bible and the precious

colored picture I had kept in my Bible,

everything relating to God, he put them in

the stove and burned them!"

Mrs. Shih (recently baptized) : "Please

pray for my son and daughter-in-law. They
do not believe in the Gospel and they say

very bad things against the Christians. It

makes it very bad for me. Didn't the Lord
heal me when I was so sick, and there was
no other help? I sincerely believe the

Gospel is the true doctrine. I wish they,

too, believed. They really hate the Chris-

tians."

MRS. WARD HARTMAN,
Yungsui, Hunan, China

Mrs. Cheo: "Just keep on praying. Even
though my husband burned my Bible and

made me so miserable he was saved at last,

and died a different man. God has power."

Mrs. Cheng: "My neighbors scoff at me,
too, for going to church, but they do not

understand."

Mrs. Lo (ignorant): "Not one in my
family believes. They say it is foolish to

believe in such a way. But I still believe in

Jesus as the only Savior."

Leader: "Sisters, shall we pray now.
Pray for Mrs. Shih's family, Mrs. Uh's hus-

band that he may be saved, and also Mrs.

Cheo's son who is not a believer."

Such earnest prayers went up by those

women kneeling on the floor, praying for

themselves, for their unsaved ones, and
those in other Christians' families, and
that believers would have courage always

to witness for Jesus, in the home and every-

where. Yea, if persistent prayer be made,
what power can prevail against such re-

quests?
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Wews from Afar

Extract of letter from Miss Gertrude M. Zenk
Central China College. Hsichoic. Yunnan. China. March 27. 1941

HSICHO\^ is the most surprising place

on earth when it comes to unusual oc-

currences—or to having things happen at

unusual times I I wrote to you last on

March 2nd. \^"ell. the very next day Rev.

George Snyder "dropped in" on us just

after lunch. I hadn t even known that he

was coming, much less on that day. Since

Dr. Taylor was away at Rangoon I asked

him to stay at our house. In that wa\ I

had several opportunities to talk with him

about all kinds of things. He was asked

to speak at our chapel service on Tuesdav

morning, and on \^ ednesday morning I

led the Song Senice—so. you see. we had

an opportunity to observe each other at

*'work." Both Dr. Hsiung and Dr. Hwang
asked him to meals and to chat. Fortu-

nately, he also had ample opportunitv to

speak with others whose opinions he

valued. All in all I think he left us ( on
\^ ednesday afternon t with a pretty good
impression of the college. It was just un-

fortunate that Dr. W ei wasn t here at the

time. The latter was away at a People s

Political Council meeting at Chungking.
\^lien he returned he gave a long talk to

all of us teachers and staff members, tell-

ing us all about it. Tm sure he must have
written to you about it. so I won't repeat

that now.

There was just one big item of interest

to me in his report ! He said he was almost

positive that the School of Education
would soon receive instructions from the

Ministry of Education asking us to con-

tinue our work and to take in new students

next year! Also, he feels sure that the

nmsic department will be given permission

to offer a major next year! That certainlv

is something to be grateful for.

SUNDAY I spent at the Chinese Church
as usual. My class is growing and they

have put the high school bovs with my
class. Tuesday I went to the Kalihi Com-
munity to speak to the Friendship Circle

who are studying the books on China. It is

a very cosmopolitan group. The wives of

three navy people belong.

Last night I met with the Chinese Busi-

ness Girls" Group at the \ . \^ . C. A. I

loved it all ! They sang Chinese folk songs

and knitted while the business session was
on. and then we made a big circle and

talked about China. Sophie Han. of the

Department of Chinese Literature of the

University, and Mrs. \^ ang are advisors.

They were sure they all wanted to see

China some day. In the auditorium down-
stairs hundreds of Mormons of all national-

ities were holding a meeting. \^ e were not

Extract of letter from Mrs. E. A. Beck
Honolulu, T. H.. March 21. 1941

too happy as we talked about the new, big

temple they are building in the city and of

the house-to-house visitation they are hav-

ing all the time. Thousands belong to the

Mormons. Thousands of Japanese are

being held by the Buddhists and being

made so anti-American that it is getting

difficult. One of the girls suggested that

American Christians were not as enthu-

siastic as they should be or they would be

turning a large group of Chinese and
Japanese missionaries loose on these

islands. Another girl said she did not

think the Christians in Honolulu were in-

terested or they would be doing something
about it. My own opinion, which does not

count for much, is that Hawaii is the great-

est challenge we have. If the islands are

to be given statehood, with this growing
Oriental population we need to be inter-

ested in the situation.
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Extract of letter from Rev. G. W. Schroer

Morioka, japan. May 29, 1941

Saturday afternoon we attended a tea

given by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gerhard in

honor of Miss Marion Black and Mr.
Douglas Campbell Brodie to whom she was
married the next day. Mr. Brodie is a

Scotchman, born in Egypt, and has worked
in the Orient for many years. The Japanese

far outnumbered the foreigners, but in

spite of war conditions and rumors of war,

there was a fellowship that surprised Mr.
Brodie profoundly. In a passing remark
he said, "We never see this sort of thing

in our city. It is marvelous what a splen-

did fellowship you have with your Japa-

nese friends."

On that occasion the Mission took op-

portunity to present its gift to the prospec-

tive bride and groom. That delightful get-

together was another evidence that the mis-

sionaries in Sendai have made such inti-

mate friendships with the Japanese that

they have not even been shaken during

these troubled times.

The next morning at seven o'clock the

ceremony took place. It was a simple but

very impressive and beautiful wedding.

The beautiful kimono that were worn by
the Japanese ushers and members of Miss
Black's classes added an array of color that

is seldom seen at an American wedding.

Extract of letter from Miss A. Katharine Zierdt, R.IS.

Yiianling, Hunan, China, April 9, 1941

A neighboring city to the west of Yuan-
ling was bombed three times in one week.

We had urgent alarms each time from
about 8.45 A. M. to 11.45. Bedfast patients

are now carried to the hills on stretchers;

some do not wish to go, some are too ill to

go, and those who can walk are allowed to

leave without ceremony; they always come
back—for the refund on their deposit.

Fortunately, we are close to the country-

side. Dr. and Mrs. Sun have been staying

at the hospital while Dr. Gao, graduate
nurses, students, servants and 1 accompany
the stretchers.

Extract of letter from Mr. Edouard Taylor

Yuanling, China, June 23, 1941

Well, school is practically over. We
graduated our senior class last week, the

14th of June, and we start the exams for

the rest of the school day after tomorrow,
finishing up at the end of the week. It has

been good to be working like this all year,

but we are ready to take a little rest from
it for a while. There were thirty-two in

the graduating class, a few of whom have
to take re-exams next year before they are

granted their diplomas. This is, I under-

stand, the thirty-first graduating class from

Eastview since the founding of the school.

We will be turning out a new class every

half-year from now on, and we hope that

as each term passes we will be able to im-

prove the scholarship of our students and

the standing of the class and the school as

a whole.

"I do enjoy reading The Outlook of Missions. It is of great help in keeping up

with our Christian affairs.
"

Mrs. Norman Wagner, Cleveland, Ohio.
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Men and Missions

The Goal Posts Are Set!

"T)UT where are the goal posts?" in-

-U quired a voung man recently, after

being advised by a speaker to "hit the line

hard" in playing the game of life squarely

and enthusiastically in our modern Amer-
ica, related the Rev. Henry H. Ranck, D.D.,

of Frederick, Md., while conducting the

Bible Hour at the Spiritual Conference in

Lancaster this summer.

Just so
—"where are the goal posts "?

One realizes the necessity of knowing where
the goal posts are located, when one re-

members the mistake of the "wrong-way
Corrigan" football player who, in a Rose
Bowl game several years ago, planted the

football squarely between the opposition

goal posts, thus scoring for the wrong side.

Life at times seems equally confused.

But there are some visible goal posts set

up in life today so that all who care to

may see just which way to play the game to

win. Not all the areas of life are con-

fused and chaotic. Some areas, of course,

are terribly upset.

The foreign relations department of our
government, as well as all of our defense

measures, on account of the difficult situa-

tions encountered, are quite obscure.

Wrong moves are made at costly sacrifices.

But this is not true of the area of re-

ligion. In the Church the goal posts are

not only visible but they are also secure.

Of course, there is some confusion as to

interpretation and methods; but the goal

posts are in place and the game is on.

One of the unmistakable and unchang-

ing goals of the Church is that of National

Missions. There is no confusion in the

minds of our church leaders as to the great

necessity of christianizing the various areas

of American life. Our nation was estab-

lished upon the faith of our founding

fathers in God. The expansion of Amer-
ican life into every avenue of our democ-

racy was accompanied by the preaching of

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Church
was never far behind the poltical expan-

sionist or the settler. Indeed, it often pre-

CHARLES F. FREEMAN
Chairman, Department of Missions,

National Board, Churchmen's Brotherhood

ceded him. The circuit rider, God's cav-

alryman, was often in advance of the U. S.

cavalryman, and never far behind him.
The Conestoga wagon trundling its weary
way across vast plains in search of new
homesteads, invariably carried the Bible

and hymnbooks along with other necessary

household furniture, to be used by pious

parents as soon as the settlements were
marked out, and as soon as these new set-

tlements took on the least semblance of

permanency, churches were erected and the

message of Salvation was proclaimed by
pioneer ministers.

We know what will happen to American
life if the churches are not manned and
the Gospel becomes a memory or a mock-
ery. Indeed, we know what is happening
to that area of American life in which the

Gospel is crowded out. "Righteousness ex-

alteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any
people."

The cause of National Missions must
not even wane, let alone fail, in America.
This cause is a great challenge to our men.
Loyalty to the Church and loyalty to Jesus

Christ is the best guarantee of loyalty in

every phase of American life. Many of

the Evangelical and Reformed churches

need our assistance now. Our missionaries

are underpaid. How can they carry on in

the face of mounting living expenses?

Many of our churches are under-manned
and poorly equipped. How can they exist

in the face of increased crowding in urban
centers?

The soldier, awav from his church and

home, crowding our camps, must be looked

after in the camp as well as when he tramps

the citv streets during his "off" time. This

is a new problem placed squarely upon the

shoulders of the Church.

The men of our churches must respond

to the call of our National Board of Mis-

sions when the call comes on Sunday, Oc-

tober 19th. Much is at stake this year.

Let us pray to God for loyal hearts and

liberal giving to support this worthy cause

in our beloved America so that "liberty

may not perish from the earth".
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llV^oman^s Missionary Society
MRS. EDWIN W. LENTZ

Editor

An International Congress on

Christian Education

I HAVE many times read about Mexico
and I have seen many colorful pictures

in travel books and I have heard many
people who visited there tell enthusiastic-

ally about Mexico's picturesqueness, but

I want to say to you very frankly that until

you visit Mexico, you can have no concep-

tion of its beauty, of its quaintness, nor

of the real heart of its people. My visit

there in July, in connection with the In-

ternational Congress on Christian Educa-

tion was a revelation to me and an inspira-

tion that shall not soon fade.

"The faraway land nearby" is a signifi-

cant characterization of Mexico. Women
doing their wash on stones in streams is

not an uncommon village sight. Fruit ven-

dors balancing their fruit baskets on their

heads; burros—sturdy little beasts of bur-

den—laden with cord wood—wending their

way through narrow, winding streets;

silversmiths working in dingy shops but

producing ware that clearly reflects a

highly developed skill, an unusual degree

of creativity and a soul-inspired motiva-

tion; rug and basket weavers expressing

themselves in the colorful and intricate de-

signs which they weave into their ware;

artists—call them crude if you will but—

•

reflecting their souls in their lacquer-ware

designs or in their canvasses or in the huge
murals that tell of the suffering, the domi-
nation, the aspiration and the achievement

of their people — all these are common
sights. And of no lesser surprise are the

huge ornate cathedrals, in almost every

square and even crowded between hotels

(Mexico, JIlly1320)
A. R. KEPPEL

Executive Secretary

Board of Christian Education and Publication

• and business places. But they are not

i empty; they do not stand as silent sentinels

of a past civilization. They are rather

scenes of activity, not only on Sunday but

; through the workaday week. People, thou-

I sands of them stream to these shrines—in

search of what? In search of God, as they

know God. You say, "But their religion

; is artificial; they worship their shrines

rather than God!" Perhaps some do, but

who are we to judge? As I stood there

and observed the beggars sitting on the

pavements lining the cathedral walks and

saw the people of all classes come and go,

I I was thrilled and humbled by the sight

—

; and humiliated when I thought of our own
begrudging attendance at church and our

many unworthy motives that so often

prompt us to go, even irregularly. We can

learn much at the feet of such humble folk

even though they, like we, have often been

misguided in the things of the Spirit.

Time seems to be no object to Mexicans.

I remember how on that first morning in

Mexico City I sat in the hotel coffee shop

;
for what seemed to me an hour, before

even my order was taken. Then I waited

another half hour for my check. 1 began

to think that perhaps I had come to break-

! fast too early, before they were ready for

! guests; so the next morning I called the

hotel desk from my room and asked when
the dining room would open. I was told

I at seven o'clock. On the basis of my previ-

; ous morning's experience I decided to give

the management about a half hour's period

1 of grace, so I appeared at seven-thirty only
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to find the dining room doors still closed.

1 again inquired when breakfast would be

served and I was told in about fifteen or

twenty minutes. The doors opened at ex-

actly five minutes after eight. Most of us

were a bit irritated at such disregard for

time, but since my return to the States I

have developed a wholesome regard for

Mexican leisure—where time is apparently

subordinated to living.

Even Americans must catch something
of this Mexican philosophy of life when
they live in Mexico for a time. For all of

the Mexican atmosphere and hospitalitv

were prominently displayed at the Amer-
ican Embassy where one noon we were in-

vited to dinner as the guests of Ambassador
and Mrs. Josephus Daniels. More genial

hosts I have never seen and their praise of

Mexico and its peoples was most delight-

fully revealing.

But now to the Conference, or shall I

say to the two conferences, for there were
really two distinct meetings. The one was
held in the picturesque little village of

Cuernavaca which is located about fifty

miles south of Mexico City. This Confer-

ence is what was known as the Enlarged

Meeting of the North American Adminis-

trative Committee.

Within the patios and walls of a colorful

and typically tropical, rambling, Mexican
hotel, which had been given over exclus-

ively to our meeting, about one hundred
and forty of us gathered. We represented

twenty-three different countries. We met
there for no political purpose; we did not

seek to devise a political program for the

peaceful ordering of the affairs of the na-

tions. But at once it became apparent that

we were united in the deep conviction that

no political program can succeed and en-

dure that is not founded upon the eternal

law of God. "We declared our faith that

in human history the will of God will pre-

vail. We prayed that we might be strength-

ened by His Spirit to overcome evil with

good, in our own hearts and in all human
relations, and that His Kingdom might

come and His will be done on earth as it is

in heaven".

I shall never forget that first vesper serv-

ice in which we shared. We met on Sunday
afternoon at five o'clock in the little Pres-

byterian Church in the heart of Cuernavaca.
We had no sermon; we listened to no ad-

dress of welcome by the Mayor; we came
together from the four corners of the globe
to glorify God and to worship Him. We
joined in the Doxology—each in his own
tongue. The universal langauge of music
bound us together. The Lord's prayer was
spoken in unison—half speaking it in Eng-
lish and half speaking it in Spanish. Then
came that familiar verse: John 3: 16, "For
God so loved the world '. It was repeated

by representatives from eight different

countries—each in his own language

—

Hindi, Portugese, Spanish, the language
of the Belgian Congo, of the Philippines, of
Brazil, in Chinese and Egyptian. We were
at once one in heart and mind. The local

choir sang impressively a Mexican anthem.

We joined again in "Hoores dad a Cristo

el Ray ", or as we know it, "All Hail the

Power of Jesus' Name". Though we were
singing in different tongues we were wor-

shipping from the depth of a single soul.

The Apostolic Benediction sent us away not

as we had come—but as a united body in

Christ.

You may be interested in some of the

folk whom you know who shared in this

Cuernavaca Conference. Let me name a

few. There %\as Stanley Jones, that Chris-

tian ambassador from India to the world;

Luther Weigle, our own American Chris-

tian educator; Chester Miao. that great

missionary from China: our own Miss Ger-

trude Hoy, of Hunan. China; our Mission-

aries to Honduras, Rev. and Mrs. Walter

Herrscher: our own Rev. and Mrs. 0. C.

Bassler. of Highland. Illinois: our own Dr.

and Mrs. David D. Baker, of St. Louis;

Bishop Ivan Lee Holt, of the Methodist

Church; our own Dr. E. C. Homrighausen,.

of Princeton; Dr. Roy Ross, of the In-

ternational Council of Religious Education;

Dr. Forrest L. Knapp, the American Gen-

eral Secretary of the World's Sunday
School Association; our own Dr. Paul H.

Vieth, of Yale; Dr. William A. Shinier.

President of the North American Adminis-

trative Committee, and some hundred and

thirty more from the far corners of the

world.

What did we come for? To pledge our-

selves anew to our fellow Christian workers

throughout the world; to keep unbroken
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•our fellowship with them in a world-wide

Christian community which transcends dif-

ferences of nation, race, language and
class; to exchange experiences, pool our
problems and work unitedly at their solu-

tion; and to reaffirm our conviction that

the Christian teaching program can re-

lease the power of God to change lives, to

Christianize new areas of personal, com-
munity and national life, to achieve Chris-

tian world brotherhood, and to lift up and
glorify Christ in the hearts of men in our

time.

What were some of the discoveries at

Cuernavaca? May I quote here from the

statement which a committee of ten of us

drafted at the close of the Conference:

"We are pleased to note these and other

sources of gratification: Increased Sun-

day-school attendance in many countries;

the increased recognition that religious

education is an integral part of the work
of the church; the growing tendency

toward a mutual approach of evangelism

and Christian education; the greater extent

to which preparation for service in Chris-

tian education is being included in the

training of ministers in theological schools;

the development of education for lay serv-

ice of various types; and increased interest

of youth, where free, in religion.

But while recording these sources of

gratification, we cannot escape a recogni-

tion of the continued existence of great

unmet needs: More funds for religious

education in every part of the world; more
and better curriculum materials; more in-

terest and preparation on the part of par-

ents for their responsibility in guiding the

religious growth of their children; more
thorough preparation of all Christian

workers for the teaching function of the

church; more time for religious education;

and a wider use of effective means for

serving the underprivileged in all countries,

including specifically the three-fifths of the

people of the world who cannot read."

The Mexico City Conference—or as it

was known—"The International Congress
on Christian Education", started on a

Wednesday morning and closed on the fol-

lowing Sunday. Approximately 900 dele-

gates representing twenty-six different

countries were in attendance—500 from

Mexico and 400 from other countries, in-

cluding Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua,

Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Uruguay, Para-

guay, Peru, Canada, the United States of

America, Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Domin-
ican Republic, Egypt, the Belgian Congo,
the Gold Coast of Africa, Burma, China,

Korea, and the Philippine Islands, and vis-

itors from India, Lithuania, Czechoslovakia

and Spain.

Its general purpose was akin to the gen-

eral objectives of the Cuernavaca Meeting:

1. Deeper insight into the task, the ob-

stacles, and the opportunities which Chris-

tian education faces as it goes forward with

its part in world evangelization today and
tomorrow.

2. Practical help for the work at home.

3. Renewed inspiration to teach the

Christian religion in such a day as this.

It took five simultaneous services each

evening to accommodate the large number
of delegates and visitors. Stirring ad-

dresses, never-to-be-forgotten worship serv-

ices, intimate and revealing discussions

characterized this world gathering of

Christians.

I cannot forget some of those general

sessions. Under the balcony which skirted

the auditorium sat whole families of local

Mexicans. It was evident that many were
not of the educated class; perhaps they un-

derstood little of what was being said, but

they worshipped intently through it all.

They had caught the Spirit that bound to-

gether every soul in that cathedral—the

common bond of Christian world dis-

cipleship.

It was a great experience—the kind of

an experience that brings encouragement to

Christians in such a time as this. Encour-

agement for the future of Christian Mis-

sions and encouragement for the future of

Christian education. It gives one a re-

newed faith in Christian brotherhood and

a renewed hope for a Christian world. The
triple theme for meditation at the closing

consecration services, seems to summarize
the spirit and the challenge of these great

sessions.

"And Now Abideth Faith."

"And Now Abideth Hope."

"And Now Abideth Love."
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The Executive Committee Meets

To wind up the affairs of any estate or

any business is a tedious matter, as

those with experience can testify. Like-

wise, the W. M. S. G. S., with its 54 years
of accumulated hopes and efforts must ex-

pect a like tediousness in closing its affairs.

To attend to business which needed atten-

tion the Executive Committee and the full-

time secretaries of the Woman's Mission-
ary Society were called into session, June
17-20, at Cleveland, Ohio.

Sitting about the table, giving and hear-

ing reports, the assets of the Society fell

into two related columns: Sharing Christi-

anity with women and children of non-
Christian lands and Cooperation with
Churches and Christian agencies to "Keep
America Christian." Out of efforts to help

in this work have come our system of pro-

ducing literature, conducting conferences

and institutes, cultivating denominational
and interdenominational fellowship, etc.

Reports of officers and departmental secre-

taries indicated the measure of progress or

failure, compared to former years, and
served as a guide to recommendations for

the interim which separates the closing of

our fiscal year. May 1, 1941. and the or-

ganization of Woinen's Guilds.

Symbols
The following facts and figures are sym-

bolic of the state of health of the Woman's
Missionary Society. Sustained interest in

the work being accomplished is shown in

the fact that 17 new societies were organ-

ized. An inertia, in spots, by the disband-

ing of 15 local societies. Total member-
ship of the Woman's Missionary Society.

20,844; the Girls' Missionary Guild. 5.078.

» » «

13,217 Prayer Calendars were distrib-

uted. 1,272 Christian Citizenship packets,

1,429 Stewardship packets.

83% of Woman's Missionary Societies

used Program packets, 821/2% of the Girls'

Missionary Guilds. These were used in

monthly meeting.

-* -» -»

Secretaries of Literature reported 3,429
subscribers to The Outlook of Missions
among members of Woman's Missionary
Societies and 321 among Guild members.
Of the 820 societies, 113 reported increases

in subscriptions.

« « «

A total of 9,868 persons participated in

the Reading Course, of whom 1,625 were
new readers. General Secretary, Miss
Greta P. Hinkle, says: "The number of

new readers each year is a sign of growth
—that many more in contact with literature

that builds, rather than breaks down char-

acter, is surely a step forward in the devel-

opment of Christian society! Once having
had their attention called to the wealth of

interesting, informing and challenging lit-

erature available on all sides (if we are but

aware of it
) , we feel sure that participants

in the Reading Course, even though they

may no longer take the pains to report

units, can never be wholly satisfied with

books of a different type."

Participating in the Reading Course for

Boys and Girls, 1,946 were reported. Ohio
Synod had an increase of 72 readers. All

other synods reported decreases.

-» * »

The Thank Offering gave much cause

for rejoicing. A total of $44,990.00 from
the three groups, within about $800 of the

previous year, when special emphasis had
been placed on the Thank Offering. The
question, asked a number of times, what
would it have been had the 46 societies,

which failed either to hold or to report

their Thank Offering, participated as they

were expected to do? The second ques-

tion: "How could this have happened?"

When the Treasurer rises to give her re-

port, pencils and paper are much in evi-

dence. What would this last full year show
for International and for National Mis-

sions? Then item by item the interesting

report unfolded. By the time the total was
announced, the usual restraint gave way
and with an enthusiasm which needed noth-
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ing but a signal from the President, the

group broke into a hymn of rejoicing, for

God alone could have directed the way to

this loyalty in the support of His Kingdom
—$103,000.00.

W orship and Meditation

Each day began and ended with worship.

Morning worship, led by Mrs. W. L.

Neuenschwander, was a series of three

meditations under the general topic, "I

Would See Jesus." First morning, "As He
Might Have Appeared"; second, "In the

Power of His Humanity"; third, "The Son
of Man Cannot Be Pictured." In a satis-

fying study, Mrs. Neuenschwander led

from the physical through the mental to

the spiritual sight.

"I would see Jesus. But if Jesus is the

spirit whom I choose to worship. He is so

radiant, so dazzling, that He is beyond the

sphere of human optical vision. Just as

the sun of the universe cannot be photo-

graphed because of its radiance, so the Son
of God, to an infinitely greater degree, can-

not be pictured." Each day closed with

Evening Sing led by Miss Kerschner.

Roll Call and Benediction

The following women were present: Mrs.

F. William Leich, President; Miss Carrie

M. Kerschner, Acting Secretary; Mrs. D. J.

Snyder, Mrs. M. W. Babo, Miss Mathilde

Berg, Miss Ruth Heinmiller, Mrs. Henry
Gekeler, Mrs. L. W. Neuenschwander, Mrs.

H. W. Haberkamp, Mrs. A. R. Achtemeier,

Mrs. M. E. Beck, Mrs. E. Roy Gorman,
Mrs. Paul D. Yoder, Mrs. Edwin W. Lentz.

Regrets were received from Mrs. L. L.

Anewalt, Mrs. D. E. Remsberg, Mrs. F. A.

Churchill, Mrs. F. E. Boigegrain, Mrs. C. E.

Fretz, Miss Greta P. Hinkle.

Throughout the sessions there were

pauses in the business to rejoice over some
happy occurrence or to sympathize with

those of the members who were watching

by sick beds. In loving memory of friends

who passed to their eternal reward during

the year, Mrs. Henry Gekeler led in a brief

Memorial. The Consecration Service, by

Mrs. D. J. Snyder, closed the sessions,

under the inspiration that the Heavenly

Father's benediction had rested upon the

days together.

Missisionary Conferences
Hood College, Frederick, Md., July 12-18

Ursinus College, Collegeville, Pa., July 19-25

MY desire is to share with you some of

the happy impressions of Missionary
Conferences on Hood College and Ursinus
College campuses where a comparatively

large number of church members were
registered for the week or came and went

in daily visits. Not including staff. 81 del-

egates registered at Hood and 293 at

Ursinus.

Were I asked "What was the distinctive

note of the missionary conferences this

year?" I should reply: The opportunity

to get the right slant on the situation in

Japan, by the sympathetic interpretation of

the courage manifested by Japanese Chris-

tions, as they took over responsibilities

under the pressure of the militaristic gov-

ernment. For this interpretation we are

indebted to our missionaries from Japan

who were attending the Conferences, the

Rev. George Noss. Dr. Carl D. Kriete, Miss

Mary Gerhard.

Most delegates were earnest in their de-

sire for information. This was not only

for their own use, but that they might
carry it back to the sending churches. Note-

books were every place in evidence. To
meet the inquiries on situations in Iraq and
the Near East, former missionary to Iraq,

the Rev. F. Nelsen Schlegel, Washington,
D. C, member of the CoUegeville teaching

staff, with maps, slides, explanations, in-

terpreted events of the Near East where a

mere handful of missionaries are still at

work.
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From the early morning private devotions

to the singing of "taps ' there was eagerness

and enthusiasm, promptness in classes and
forums, happy participation in recreation

and group singing. All members of the

Conference attended Bible Hour. For the

first two mornings Rev. John Lentz, D.D.,

leader, had selected two dramatic episodes

from the Old Testament. Each episode,

the account of a man who was a "Failure."

These he presented as having their proto-

types in our modern life. First was the

Slothful Man; second, the Man, Too Busy
to Attend to His Own Business. (Proverbs

24, 30-34; I Kings, 29 Chapter, particular-

ly Verse 40. 1 From the New Testament

his subjects were Zacchaeus, the Despised:

Mary of Magdala; The First Easter Day.

It was interesting to watch each day
speed up as guests arrived to be helped to

the right study classes and forums, guided

to the literature table; introduced by lead-

ers. Then came directed recreation with

Rev. Edwin L. Werner in charge, followed

by dinner when the peak of the day was
reached in the Fellowship Singing led by
Mr. Werner. Fortunately man, in his kin-

ship with nature, has within himself a qual-

ity which naturally responds to nature's

moods. As the sun moved from the zenith

there came the need for rest—not only for

rest, but tonic for the spirit as the need had
been in the morning for the body. For
the need of the spirit the Sunset Service

becomes the gem of the day ! This year

the unforgettable series of meditations on

"The Modern Pilgrim" grew from the ex-

perience of the leader, the Rev. J. Edmund
Lippy, who had heard the first rendition

of Pilgrims' Progress in an oratorio by
Robin Milford. after which he adapted the

events of Christian Pilgrim on his journey

as recounted in Bunyon's famous book to

the modern pilgrim in his search for the

"ascending road." The admirably ar-

ranged services were titled as follows:

"The Modern Pilgrim." "Guide Services,"

"The Ascending Effort," "Companions on

the Way," "The Celestial Vision."

In giving impressions there are those

which do not fit into words. For several

years the Thursday night Candle Light

Service and the Holy Communion on Fri-

day have belonged in the spiritual realm

and participation is an experience to be

cherished in the memory. In this brief

resume, which in no wise touches many of

the very important happenings of the two
Missionary Conferences, there is this

thought—such weeks do not just happen.
We place the names of the staff members
who counted it a privilege to work long

hours before the Conferences opened and
all the hours of the Conferences to bring

about such weeks of Christian Fellowship:

Helen Barnhart. Rev. A. V. Casselman.

D.D., Mrs. E. Roy Corman. Rev. John B.

Frantz, Ruth Heinmiller. Alma Heintz, Mrs.

Charles Johnson, Carrie Kerschner, Rev.

Carl D. Kriete, D.D., Mrs. Frederic R.

Lentz, Rev. John Lentz, D.D., Rev. J. Ed-

mund Lippy, Mrs. J. M. Mengel, Rev. L. C.

T. Miller, Rev. Paul Nagy, Jr., Rev. and

Mrs. George Noss. Rev. F. Nelsen Schlegel.

Rev. Frank I. Sheeder, Rev. Henry I.

Stahr, D.D.. Miss Camilla Stahr, Rev.' Ed-

win L. Werner.

Among the Workers

Miss Laura May Snyder. Eastern Synod-

ical Secretary of Mission Bands—for a

number of years Child Specialist at the two

Eastern Missionary Conferences—used her

come-back vacation to visit three Mission-

ary Conferences—Hood College, Freder-

ick, Md.; Ursinus College. CoUegeville,

Pa.; Mission House. Plymouth, Wis. We
have said "come-back" vacation. Her host

of friends will remember the long hospital-

ization which followed an automobile acci-

dent last September, but there may be read-

ers unaware that she was not able to re-

sume her work during the school year.

Three weeks of Conferences with their full

programs is ample proof that Miss Snyder

has regained her vigor and health.
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General Stewardship Secretary, Mrs. V. E.

Walenta, and Secretary of Central West,

Miss Helen Nott, arranged the excellent

program for "Guild Day" at the Mission

House Conference, July 29, with Miss Ruth

Heinmiller as guest speaker. Attendance

and interest were gratifying.

Special offerings for War Emergency
and China Relief were received at the Hood
and Ursinus Missionary Conferences. The
offerings were received after stirring ad-

dresses by Missionary George Noss and
Missionary Carl D. Kriete.

Geneva Summer School for Missionary

Education was introduced to a number of

new friends from the Milwaukee Evangeli-

cal and Reformed Churches at the recent

Guest Day when, in addition to the daily

program of Bible and Mission Study, the

afternoon afforded opportunity for infor-

mal visits with missionaries on the ground,

"tea" in Hamil Lodge, and special vespers

on Vesper Hill, with its glorious view over

beautiful Lake Geneva. Miss Nott is our

denominational representative.

Fan Mail! Mr. S. Watanabe's heart was
gladdened by the outpouring of well-wishes

from friends with whom he had fellow-

shipped at 1940 Conferences and with

whom he had hoped to associate this sum-
mer. When the serious illness overtook

him at the close of his work at Temple
University it not only postponed his return

to Japan, but kept him from attending The
Lakeside Conference and other Camps and
Conferences. At present he is curing at the

Home for Consumptives, Chestnut Hill, Pa.

Life Members and Members
in Memoriam
Life Members

Eastern Synod

Lebanon Classis—Mrs. Clara May Swope,

780 Hill Street, Lebanon, Pa. Mrs.

Lillie K. Sensing, 416 Weidman Street,

Lebanon, Pa.

West Susquehanna Classis—0. Naomi
Gemberling, R. R. 1, Selinsgrove, Pa.

Mid-West Synod

Ft. Wayne Classis—Mrs. G. Doyle White,

825 Pasadena Drive, Ft. Wayne, Ind.

Mrs. Charles M. Prugh, 308 West Jack-

son Street, Decatur, Ind.

Northwest Synod

Milwaukee Classis—Miss Mathilde Berg,

2425 North 32nd Street, Milwaukee, Wis.

Ohio Synod

Northeast Ohio Classis—Lucy Andreas
Lanzer, 1618 Bryn Mawr Road, East

Cleveland, Ohio.

West Ohio Classis—Mrs. Sarah E. Holt-

kamp, New Knoxville, Ohio. Esther M.
Holtkamp, New Knoxville, Ohio.

Potomac Synod

Juniata Classis—Miss Laura C. Kratzer,

1818 Eleventh Avenue, Altoona, Pa.

Maryland Classis— Lucie Tyler Rams-
burgh. 115 Record Street, Frederick, Md.

North Carolina Classis—Mrs. A. M. Crow-
ell. 25 West Sixth Avenue, Lexington,

N.' C.

Members in Memorinm

Eastern Synod

Philadelphia Classis—Mrs. Joseph Kibble-

house, 135 Shearer Street, North Wales,

Pa.

Pittsburgh Synod

West New York Classis—Mrs. Mabel Tyler,

100 Indian Church Road, Buffalo, N. Y.

Am enclosing renewal for The Outlook of Missions. I always enjoy its visits.

Annie G. Reese, Florin, Pa.
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In Memoriam

WHEN, as the shadows lengthen on the

"ascending road," a pHgrim moves on

alone—away from those who still are on

the road, no greater comfort can be given

to those who watch than the sure knowl-

edge that the road leads to the Father's

House—that nature s final pause is the sig-

nal for the even-tide Light to guide the

weary pilgrim home. This is the comfort

which comes as we ponder on the home-
going of a Christian mother and wife, Mrs.

Daniel L. Hinkle. of Reading, Pa., Life

Member of the W oman s Missionary Socie-

ty of General Synod and mother of Miss

Greta P. Hinkle, General Secretary of Lit-

erature.

On June 10th Miss Hinkle was called

home from Cleveland because her mother

suddenly had become very ill. On June

20th death relieved the mother of her suf-

fering and left the first open link in the

family circle which, until now, had been

mother, father, four daughters, two sons,

three grandsons.

At such a time as this memories are

quickened and it is natural that daughters

and sons, forgetting that they are women
and men in business and professional life,

should travel over years of childhood when
they were being firmly guided according

to standards of Christian life, in a home
made interesting and happy because the

parents gave their best efforts to prepare
their children for useful life. Thus with
gratitude they recall how thev. in corapanv
with their mother, attended the Children's

Department of the Sunday school and rare-

ly missed a meeting of the Mission Band,
realizing now how important were those
interests as starting points in Church life.

As the children became older, Mrs. Hinkle
identified herself with adult interests, espe-

cially the Woman's Missionarv Societv.

Again we find her going with her daughters
to these meetings. Miss Alice is the Thank
Offering Secretary of the M. S., Second
Church.

In a life that did not reach its three

score and ten, Mrs. Hinkle had the joy of

seeing much seed planting perfected in

fruit as daughters and sons established

Christian homes or entered into part or
full-time Christian service. The children

count as a priceless heritage the memorv
of a mother who made real the sentiment.

"Home is where the heart is."

To all who go in and out of the Hinkle
home with its sweet memories, the

\^ Oman's Missionary Societv gives its sin-

cere sympathy in these days of loneliness.

Our Corner . . .

WE are building high hopes on new
subscribers for the early fall months.

So far we can easily take care of the new-

subscriptions. We are not in the position

of Women and Missions, magazine of the

Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. A second

edition had to be printed. New subscrib-

ers in their campaign swamped them. So
far Miss Lulu Koch, Literature Secretary,

Second Church. Harrisburg. is ahead with

seven new subscribers.

«-«•«•

We have been pleased to have letters

with kindly comments and requests for

sample copies from Mrs. J. M. Hartswick.

Bellefonte: Mrs. Henry Graber. Monroe-
ville, Ind.: Mrs. S. Schwab. Indianapolis:

Mrs. Charles Park. Bluffton. Ind.: Miss

Grace Eckert. Auburn. Pa.: Mrs. S. C. K.

Kriebel. North \^ ales: Mrs. Frank Tousev,

Milwaukee, Wis.; Mrs. L. H. Trostle,

Adamstown, Pa.; Mrs. 0. O. Swope. Ber-

lin: Mrs. Henry Llrich. Winside, Neb.;

Miss Helen Hinkee, Thomasville, N. C;
Mrs. G. I. Miller. Bethlehem. Pa.; Mrs.

George R. Reber. Sinking Spring, Pa.:

Mrs. Ruth M. Leech. Ebenezer, N. Y.
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Momentum for the Meeting
Materials and Methods
CARRIE M. KERSCHNER

BY the time this article is read women's

groups will be considering a "revival"

of fall activities. Attendance at Mission-

ary Educational Institutes and the women's

meeting of the fall conferences in the

Synods will claim our attendance also. In-

deed the times in which we live challenge

every Christian woman to devote her time

to interests which tend to bring her deep-

est satisfaction and help her to serve man-

kind most effectively and efficiently.

What program could be more appropri-

ate than the one suggested for the month of

November? "Sharing My Community's

Problems" naturally follows the one used

in October, "Learning to Know My Com-
munity." The November suggestions come
from a new writer, Mrs. Myron E. Graber,

Sioux City, Iowa. The Diagram (in Pack-

et) might be enlarged and displayed during

the explanation.

Have on display any books in your

church or Missionary library that deal with

the home and with the community. "The
Home in a Changing Culture," $1..50;

"These Boys of Ours," $1.2.5; "Love, Mar-
riage and Parenthood," $2.00; "My Com-
munity, My Church and Me," 35c; "The
Home in Transition," 15c: "God on the

Bowery," $1.50; "Toward Christian-Jewish

Understanding," 15c; "Questions Girls

Ask," $1.50, are books that might be sug-

gested for reading.

The new Thank Offering Packet is ready

for distribution, 25c. It contains many
new items of which all will want to take

advantage: "Thanks Be to God," a beau-

tiful Thank Offering Service, prepared by
Mrs. Adolph Weidler, of Decatur, Ind.—

a

service of triumph, as is fitting for the com-
pletion of thirty years of Thank Offering;

"The Festival of Christian Women," a new
dramatization which fits in very well with

the service, "Thanks Be to God"; "Our
Thirtieth Thank Offering Projects", a folder

describing the projects to be supported by
the 30th Thank Offering; "A Thank Offer-

ing Quiz "—thirty questions on the Where,
When and Why of the Thank Offering;

"The Joys of a Thank Offering Box," a

monologue effective for use at some time

previous to the Ingathering Service; a Spe-

cial Invitation for the 30th Thank Offering

occasion—which may be sent through the

mail as a card or inserted in an envelope,

and other helpful suggestions. A Thank
Offering Victory challenge, printed in three

colors, will hold the attention and com-
mand the interest of everyone who sees it

. . . to be distributed to every Thank Offer-

ing Box user in W. M. S. and G. M. G.

as early in September as possible. Free,

provided a contribution for mailing costs

is included. Every Society will want to

purchase the Packet before making plans

for the Thank Offering Service. Order
materials early.

Mrs. Treston, our General Synodical Sec-

retary of Thank Offering, is writing to each

Thank Offering, Guild and Mission Band
Secretary giving her information concern-

ing the importance of this 30th Thank Of-

fering. We are certain every Secretary will

be eager to cooperate with Mrs. Treston to

the best of her ability.

Societies residing in the area of the East-

ern Depository order from the Woman's
Missionary Society, 416 Schaff Bldg., 1505
Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Those re-

siding in the area of the Western Depos-
itory order from the Woman's Missionary
Society, 2969 West 25th Street, Cleveland,

Ohio.

We have extra copies of the pictorial in-

serts which we will gladly send when sam-

ples are requested.

At Hood College and Ursinus College

Missionary Conferences, Outlook of Mis-

sion girls in attractive capes, caps and gir-

dles of yellow crepe paper, with cutouts

from the magazine, distributed the copies

to nonsubscribers.
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Girls^ missionary Guild
RUTH HEINMILLER

Secretary

An Enduring Cornerstone

—

Two-Country Christian Friendship

A month after this letter was written, Mrs. Grace Walborn Snyder, detained in the

United States because of war conditions, was very unexpectedly requested to return to

China and to her school Chen Teh. The request to our government included the return

of Mrs. Snyder and Miss Gertrude Hoy. When this letter is read Mrs. Snyder and Miss
Hoy will be on the high seas enroute to their respective schools. Chen Teh at Yuanling
and Ziemer Memorial Girls' School, \ungsui. Chen Teh depends upon the Girls^ Mis-
sionary Guild for a large part of its support—$2,400.

St. Paris. Ohio.

June 9. 1941.

Dear Guild Girls:

I want to write about your friends who
for a long time have not been writing to

vou—vour "pen sisters ' in China. We.
who could interpret, gladly assisted in ex-

plaining your letters and in helping the

girls find correct English words to answer

your letters. They want to hear from you
now and thev d like to write to you just as

thev used to. But it is too difficult now to

send and receive letters. They eagerly

hope vour friendship will last through this

time of war and separation. The getting

through of regular mail is too uncertain to

use postage money! My experience will

help you understand the uncertainty.

A Chen Teh teacher wrote me from
\ uanling and mailed her letter "Ordinar\

Foreign Postage." It took that letter 4

months and 10 days to reach me here at

St. Paris. After the Chen Teh disaster in

the fall several of the girls wrote me. but

none of their letters reached me. You see

our school (also Ziemer Memorial. Fuh
Siang, Hua Chung College and Ginling

College) is on the other side of the war
zone, in Free China, and usual routes of

mail service do not work now. The only

dependable way of getting letters out of

these districts of bombed, but "Free

China" is by Air Mail. Air Mail postage

costs more money now than most girls

have for luxuries.

Did \ ou ever think that letter writing

and friendship could be considered "lux-

uries"? For girls, who must use utmost
economy in daily living, sending letters is

too great a luxury—but friendship remains
the same deep necessity, when all other

securities are bombed and burned away

!

Your friendship takes on new meaning as

your gifts help to keep them in school

—

and make life more worth living. You
know how the other schools, which are

homes as well as schools, i. e., Ziemer Me-
morial, Fuh Siang. Hua Chung College and
Ginling College are refugeeing in western

sections of Free China, away from their

own campuses, equipment, home commun-
ities—you know. too. that the students and
faculties are carrying on without any of

the usual comforts of school life. Among
our schools. Chen Teh is the only one

which did not move from her campus. It

was expected that enemy troops could not

invade as far as \ uanling. and it was
expected that Chen Teh could stay safe

under her American Mission ownership of

buildings—under the protection of flags of

the United States. Thus far there has been

no invasion but Yuanling has had all the

disasters of bombings that open towns and
cities of Free China have had to endure.

Probably you heard that Chen Teh was

seriously damaged in a September bomb-

ing: three of her girls killed on the campus
and others of her girls killed in a city Air-

Raid shelter. In that day's casualties,
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three of your former pen sisters ended

their use of pens. . . . When the cablegraph

news of the disaster reached me, I asked

for a second cable of assurance to which

the answer arrived in six days
—"Chen Teh

will continue classes." ... It was a brave

and assuring thing to do — Continue

Classes, when it meant classes in fields and
in borrowed places until repairs and safe-

ties could be established again. But even

braver and harder things have to be done
there: One of your Chen Teh pen sisters

had to be responsible for the burial of two
classmates after that awful day.

Now again danger has tried them. On
May 7th, our house, the Yuanling Church,
and Chen Teh campus had bombs dropped
on them. Miss Helen Brown's letter about
the matter was sent trans-Pacific Air Mail.

The letter reached Ohio three weeks later.

The envelope had $8.50 ( Chinese money

)

postage on it and that amount of postage
is a half month's food for a Chinese girl.

Miss Brown wrote: "We'll repair the roofs

this time to help preserve the woodwork
and walls but all this concussion and
jarring will surely have loosened the beams
and timbers so that we'll almost have to

re-build when this war is over." . . . That
is bad news but, not too bad, so long as the

two-country Christian friendship — the

symbol on Chen Teh's school flag— is

rooted in real cooperation.

Before closing this letter I wish to tell

you about the brave work some Fuh Siang
girls did when the incendiary bombs al-

most destroyed our house on May 7th.

(Chen Teh girls were away because of
spring-time vacation.) When our house

began burning Mr. Snyder dashed out

from the Fuh Siang Air-Raid shelter and
started for the house. Two men servants

ran with him. Together they ran right to

the second floor and attic, but they never

could have stopped the flames if they

hadn't had the help of 25 Fuh Siang stu-

dents who, as soon as they saw Mr. Snyder
dash for the house, grabbed up wash
basins and buckets and under trained in-

struction placed themselves in water line

from the outside water vat to the inside

third floor attic. By steadily passing up
buckets and basins of water to the men
who were tearing at the roof timbers and
working against the flames, this Fuh Siang

girls-fire-fighting brigade had the flames

put out in less than forty-five minutes. Mr.
Snyder wrote, "It certainly stimulated and
kept me encouraged—the way those girls

came to immediate assistance, and without

any jitteriness, did what had to be done".

It so happened that Fuh Siang girls were
the only group of persons in that particular

bombed area who could get to the rescue

and they did not fail or hesitate one minute
in their responsible service.

You can be proud to be remembering
such girls as your friends.

Sincerely,

Grace W. Snyder.

A Guild was organized at Peace Church.

Alma, Kansas, by Mrs. Alvin Engelman
with enrollment of 25 Charter members.

A Mission Band was organized at Paris.

Ohio, by the Sunday School Superintendent

and the Missionary Superintendent with

enrollment of 50 members.

He Chose the Cross

6ii/^H, what's the use!
V-/ While war and bloodshed still are rife.

So many nations in the strife,

Why risk the missionary's life?"
But—Jesus chose the cross.

"Oh, what's the use!

Great hospitals and schools are closed,
Our Christian principles opposed.
Black hate and treachery exposed."
But—Jesus chose ihe cross.

EMMA RIGGS BARNARD

"Oh, what's the use!

The Church at home has lost its zest

For missions. Rather is our quest

For soothing thoughts, for peace and rest."

But—Jesus chose the cross.

Shame! "What's the use?"
Millions there are who need my Lord.

There still are those who heed my Lord.

I'll follow where you lead, my Lord.

Lead on—Christ of the Cross.



Latest Mission Study Books
on ]\ationaI Missions

Theme

:

Christianity and Democracy in America

FOR ADULTS AND YOUNG PEOPLE:

Christian Roots of Democracy in America
BY ARTHUR E. HOLT

Tlie (niiirch must be the conscience of the nation in the new crusade for democracy before us,

declares Dr. Holt in this prophetic hook. Beginning with the early teachings of tiie Christian

religion and the Old Testament he traces llie growth of the democratic principle, particularly

in America, and then shows the close relationship between the home mission enterprise and tlie

rooting of a sound democracy in our national life, (.lolh Sl.OO; jidjier ()0 cenls.

FOR SENIORS:

Author of Liberty
BY ROBERT W. SEARLE

In a worthy successor to City Shadoivs, the General -Secretary of the Greater New York Feder-

ation of Churches draws once inore on his personal experience. Taking as his premise that

American democracy is based upon the sanctity of the individual, he recounts the stories of

some of those individuals who have not shared in the equality promised to every citizen by the

(Constitution. Cloth ^1.00: paper 60 cents.

FOR JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADES:

Living Together in Today's Worhl
BY LOUISE BENCKENSTEIN GRIFFITHS

A greatly expanded and enriched leader's course of 128 pages. The teaching material is definite

in its guidance on bringing the group to a real experience of democratic living, and a wealth

cif background material is included for the assistance of the leader. Five units of work are

built around the areas of life covered in the reading book, Brothertown. The value of worship

is stressed and suggestions for services are given in detail. Paper lO rents.

FOR ELEMENTARY GRADES:

Young America Makes Friends
BY MARY ALICE JONES AND REBECCA CAUDILL

A unit of work containing stories, worship and background materials, and suggestions for ses-

sion procedures (Grades 4, 5, 6). Boards si.00: paper 'iO rents.

Child Neighbors in America
BY ELSIE G. RODGERS AND DOROTHY F. McCONNELL

A unit of work containing background notes, worshio suggestions, plans for session proccdur.^s.

and stories (Grades 1, 2, 3). Boards si.00: ymper -W rents.

FOR PARENTS AND LEADERS:

Creating Friendly Attitudes Through the Home
BY GRACE W. McGAVRAN

A pamphlet containing nine story-discussion articles for use with parents and leaders of chil-

dren who are interested in the development of friendly attitudes toward people of other races.

Paper 2.y cents.

Order from
WOMAN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY

2969 West 25th Street 416 Schaff Building. 1505 Race Street

Cleveland, Ohio Philadelphia. Penna.

EVANGELICAL WOMEN'S INION .

1720 Chouteau Avenue, St. Louis, Mo.










